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                APRIL 2022 
 

 
 

'Let the Bells Ring Out' - solidarity with the people of Ukraine . See p 9 
 
Dates for April      

2nd Lent Lunch 
 
3rd North Star Car Boot Sale  
 
4th Truck Festival -  Residents tickets 
 applications open 
 
10th Choral Society Concert 
 
14th Darby & Joan Quiz 

 
16th Church Flowers for Easter 
 
17th Steventon News Copy date  
 
27th SARINC meeting  
 
28th Darby & Joan trip  
 
29th GARD AGM 

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=14544
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                               St Michael & All Angels, Steventon 
One of the DAMASCUS Parish Churches 

Associate Minister: Rev Phil Sutton   
                   (revphil@damascusparish.org.uk  01235 635476 / 07507378737)  

Lay Minister: Mr Jack Jarvis (01235 831395) 
Church Warden: Dr Hilary Otterburn (01235 834725) 

Deputy Warden: Mr Alan Binning (01235 820009) 
 

Dear Friends 
 

April heralds the start of Ramadan (2nd) and then Holy Week & Easter (10-17th), when Christians 
and Muslims seek to understand more about their personal faith and how that faith should be 
lived. Perhaps most Steventon residents do not ascribe to a faith perspective, but the majority 
clearly exercise a goodness or godliness in their commitment to the care or service to one another. 
It is rare for me to go on a dog walk around the village, without someone advising me of a pastoral 
need, offering help to those in need and recently, asking how we can help the Ukrainian people.   
 

At Easter time I am often asked if I believe in the resurrection. My answer is in the affirmative and 
has remained so even after a training in both medical science and theology. I recently came across 
a forgotten article on the resurrection in the bottom of my filing cabinet. It was written in the 
eighties by C. Colson a former associate of Richard Nixon. He was involved with Nixon in the 
Watergate scandal of the seventies and along with other conspirators was sent to prison and during 
his sentence became a Christian. Colson knew from Watergate that truth has a way of slipping out. 
‘We couldn’t hold our story together for three weeks under that pressure’, he wrote. ‘I was around 
the most powerful men in the world, but we couldn’t hold the lie.’ The story of the resurrection is 
remarkable. ‘If the resurrection wasn’t true’, wrote Colson, ‘those disciples could never have held 
out on their story. Someone would have dug out the manuscript or something to convict them of 
lying.’          

Phil Sutton 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Steventon Choral Society are holding a concert in church on Sunday 10 April at 7.00pm in aid of 
the Ukrainian appeal. Their principal piece will be extracts from Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man, a 
Mass for Peace; a work dedicated to the victims of the Kosovo crisis. The Armed Man charts the 
growing menace of a descent into war, interspersed with moments of reflection; shows the horrors 
that war brings; and ends with the hope for peace. A timely piece for this terrible time in Europe.  

It would be wonderful to have a church full in support of the people of Ukraine.  
 

Services at St Michael’s in April including Holy Week & Eastertide 
 

 

3 April  Fifth Sunday of Lent 9.45 Holy Communion 6:00pm Evening Prayer 

10 April  PALM SUNDAY 9:45 Morning Worship   

14 April  MAUNDY THURSDAY 7.00pm Holy Communion  

15 April  GOOD FRIDAY 2.00pm Hour at the Cross 
7.00pm Evening Service 

 
Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 

17 April  EASTER DAY 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:45 Family Holy Communion 

   

Sun 24 April 8.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.45 Family Service for Mother’s Day 

  

Every Wednesday in April 9:30 Holy Communion (BCP) Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 
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Editorial  
 
Thanks to Steve for  our special title banner 
and cover photo for this month. Please 
support the Choral Society concert raising 
funds for Ukraine  or the Lent lunch if you can 
or donate via the Disasters Emergency 
Committee Appeal.  
Spring has arrived, and there is much to look 
forward to in our lovely, peaceful village.  
 

Sue Rees - Editor, April issue 
 
Steventon News Advertising 
 
Please contact us for current  prices  
1/10-page boxed adverts are 5.0 cm high x 
8.5 cm wide and 1/5-page ads are 10.2 cm 
high x 8.5 cm wide. 
 
Steventon News Advertising - formatting  
Acceptable digital artwork formats for adverts 
only include PDF, JPG* and TIFF* (*300ppi at 
final size). Word files may also be acceptable, 
e.g. where an ad is text only; other formats on 
request. We strongly recommend that 
artworks are designed to fit the space (not 
stretched or shrunk) and text checked for 
legibility at final printed size. 
Please send all enquiries about adverts by 
email to steventonnews@outlook.com 
Local events with no entry fee FREE if space 
available 
 
Important Information for all readers and 
contributors. 
The Editors reserve the right to alter, omit or 
hold over any copy submitted to Steventon 
News.  The views expressed in Steventon 
News are not necessarily those of the Editors. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or 
contributions but will withhold names on 
request.   
 
 
 
© Steventon News - All contents are 
copyright. The copying of any part of this 
publication without written authorisation is not 
permitted. Please apply to the Secretary. This 
applies to all media (including digital, public & 
closed groups) 

 
Copy for the May issue to the editor by   
Sunday  17 April please. 
Advert deadline is  10 April.   
 
By email to steventonnews@outlook.com  
and in Word. Please do not send as a pdf as 
these cannot be edited. 
 
If you do not have access to a computer then 
please type or write your contribution clearly 
and leave it in the blue folder at the Steventon 
Co-op counter. 
 
 
 
 
Your Steventon Councillors 
 
Oxfordshire County Council: 
Sally Povolosky 07939 912997 
Sally.Povolotsky@Oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Vale of White Horse District Council: 
 Vacant  
 
Parish Council Chairman: 
Dr Chris Wilding Tel 01235 861665 
Email: crwilding@aol.com 
 
Steventon Parish Council Clerk 
Angela Einon Tel   01235 831024 
Email:    steventonpc@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
Halls in the Village  
For availability  and to book  
  
For Village Hall contact  
Booking Secretary Tel: 07561 209421 
SteventonVillageHallBookings@gmail.com 
 
For St Michael’s Hall contact 
The Booking Clerk 
Ruth Howard Tel: 01235 831409 
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Lent lunches 
 
These are going very well. 
The final Lunch is on the 2nd April at Copse 
View, Castle St. All welcome. 
As you are aware we raise money for 
Christian Aid and we are going to request that 
this goes to the Ukraine Appeal. We are 
aware that you may already have donated but 
if not please give generously. 
Thank you and best wishes. 
 
Jack Jarvis 831395  
 
 
 
News from Steventon Choral Society 
 
We will be raising money for the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Appeal at our upcoming 
concert on 10th April in the church. Wine (or 
juice) will be available so that you can enjoy a 
drink as you listen. 
The Armed Man - A Mass for Peace, and 
other sacred music 
7pm on Sunday 10th April in Steventon 
Church. No charge, donations invited. 
The Mass for Peace is made even more 
poignant by recent events in Ukraine. In light 
of this, instead of charging for tickets we have 
decided to invite audience members to 
donate to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal 
either via a donations bucket on the night or 
the SCS for Ukraine Just Giving page at 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/scs-for-
ukraine  
Thank you to Revd Phil Sutton and members 
of the LCC for making the church available as 
a venue for our concert. 
Looking ahead to the summer…. We are 
looking forward to leading some Last Night of 
the Proms-style singing as part of the 
Platinum Jubilee bank holiday celebrations in 
the village. And we are delighted that our 
summer concerts can restart once again – the 
concert dates for your diary are Saturday 11th 
June and Thursday 16th June 2022.  
Find out more about your local choir and get 
in touch with us at www.steventonchoral.org  
 
 
 

 
Church Flowers for Easter 
 
After the weeks of Lent, we look forward to 
being able to decorate the Church for Easter 
with the lovely spring flowers which are 
coming out . We hope that the daffodils will 
last as Easter is late this year ! 
 
We will be in the Church on Saturday April 
16th from 10.00 until 12.00. Flowers will be 
provided but if you have any greenery or 
daffodils please do bring them. 
 
If you would like to help to decorate the 
Church, do come along; no expertise is 
needed, just your enthusiasm and enjoyment 
of flowers.  
Do join us for coffee and hot cross buns too. 
 
Mary Thompson  - 832077                                       
 
 
 
Steventon Darby & Joan Club 
 
April 14th  we are having a local quiz 
followed by Hot Cross Buns. We are watching 
our weights!! 
April 28th We are going to the Evesham 
Garden Centre. We leave the village at 
10.30am, the cost for the coach is £13.00. 
We welcome non members, if you would like 
to come please ring Audrey Keller on 
01235834064. 
Advance notice.  we are planning a river trip 
on August 25th. We will leave the village at 
about 1pm, leave Folly Bridge on the Thames 
at 2pm to arrive at Abingdon about 4.15pm. 
We will then go into the Crown & Thistle for 
afternoon tea. If we can get at least 30 people 
the cost will be around £30.00. If you are 
interested, again please contact Audrey. 
 
Jack Jarvis  831385  
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The Plum Pudding Beer Festival  
Friday 22nd - Saturday 23rd April 
  
 The Plum Pudding Inn in Milton Village.  See  
theplumpuddingmilton.co.uk/beer-festival  
for more details  
15+ Real Cask Ales sourced from all over 
England and beyond. Live music & Classic 
Traction Engines!!!  
 Delicious food served all day. 
 
 
Temporary Road Closure at East Hanney, 
Steventon Road 
  
 In the interests of public safety; it will be 
necessary for Oxfordshire County Council to 
close the road as detailed above in order to 
facilitate bridge investigation works 
 A temporary Notice is being made to 
implement the temporary closure and will 
operate from 28 April 2022 up to and 
including 29 April 2022. This will operate 
between 22:00 and 06:00 
 Further information regarding the works may be 
obtained by contacting Kieran Beausire, 
Oxfordshire County Council on 0345 310 11 11 

 
 

 
  Milton Hill Bowling 
Club 
We are inviting you all 
to our  open day on 
Saturday 7th May  at 
2.00pm. 
Try your hand at 

bowling on our new all weather green at 
Milton Heights, behind the football club. The 
new “ carpet ” is a Mastergreen world bowls 
approved artificial outdoor bowling surface, 
supplied and fitted by Dales Sports Surfaces.  
Bowls is for fun, friendship and fresh air. 
Flat shoes should be worn, but don’t worry as 
we can provide over-shoes. 
We also have various sizes of bowls suitable 
for all ages. 
We would love to see you on the day. If this is 
not convenient contact us to arrange a 
suitable time to meet. 
Rod/Audrey Clewley  tel: 01235 831206. 
 

Jubilee weekend 2 - 5 June  
 
The History Society will be mounting another 
exhibition, this time on the 1950s with 
particular focus on the 1952 accession to the 
throne and the 1953 coronation. We already 
have plenty of memories and articles for our 
displays but more are always welcome. What 
we would welcome most are any items or 
artefacts dating from the 1950s. Please 
contact Dick Bosley if you can help: 
rbosley@talktalk.net 
For general enquiries about Steventon 
History Society contact Tim Owen at 
owentd@talk21.com 
 
 
 
Steventon Brownies and Rainbows. 
We are delighted that 
Brownies and Rainbows in 
Steventon continue to 
thrive and to meet every 
week on a Monday in the 
Village Hall. These 
sessions are a fantastic time for the girls to 
meet with each other with activities based on 
encouraging girls to learn about themselves, 
challenge themselves and think about others 
and the world around them.  
We are always pleased to welcome new girls, 
and especially adult volunteers who come to 
help us with either group and on an 
occasional or regular basis . This term we 
have welcomed students who are taking part 
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme 
and who will spend three months with us to 
give service. 
Please let us know if you would like to help in 
any way, or if you know anyone who might 
like to share this most rewarding voluntary 
role,  please ask them to get in touch. 
It is great fun, so please consider coming 

forward. We would love to 
hear from you ! 
 If you would like to find 
out more please contact: 
Mary at 

steventonrainbows@gmail.com or  
Vicky at browniessteventon@gmail.com                                
or visit the website www.girlguiding.org.uk.  

mailto:rbosley@talktalk.net
mailto:steventonrainbows@gmail.com
mailto:browniessteventon@gmail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/


 



9 
 

'Let the Bells Ring Out' - solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine. 
 

On Sunday, 6th March 
2022  the church bells 
were rung for Sunday 
morning service in the 
Eastern European style 
of chiming, in solidarity 
with the people of 
Ukraine.   
 
Jeanette Owen, the 
tower captain writes:  
 
Our band included Jack 
Jarvis, who will have 
been a member of the 
Guild for 75 years later 
this year, and Reggie 
aged 5, ringing our little 
bell, known as the ting-

tang bell or hurry-up bell, because it is usually 
rung just before the service. They were 
possibly the longest-serving and youngest 
members of a ringing band in the country this 
morning. 
Rung with the full support of our vicar and 
what felt like the support of all residents of our 
village, some of whom turned out to listen and 
watch inside and outside the church, as ours 
is a ground floor ring. 
We later realised that our sallies are in the 
colours of the flag of Ukraine. 
 

We were thinking also of our fellow ringer 
from this tower, Richard Binning who, as we 
rang, was arriving in Przemysl on the Polish / 
Ukrainian border, in a convoy of five vans and 
one trailer, carrying goods from Oxfordshire. 

 
Whilst we knew what sound we were trying to 
create, YouTube helped us further. Ukrainian 
bells are rung in a different way and sound 
more discordant, so it was quite hard work 
trying to copy that sound and not revert to the 
English style, which has more of a neat order 
and spacing. We also didn't get a chance to 
practice in advance. Thanks to all who turned 
up to listen and watch after hearing about 
what we were going to do via the Steventon 

Community Facebook page: our only means 
of a short notice message to all. 
 
We've been asked by Rev Phil to ring again in 
that style during Lent and we're trying to work 
out how to let locals have a go who have 
never before rung bells. This would be a 
solemn gesture, rather than a fun event. 
Children from about the age of nine or ten 
could join in, provided their parents or carers 
are with them.  
 
We were lucky to be able to make up a full 
team last time, courtesy of help from ringers 
whose usual towers are in Radley, Oxford 
and Bristol.  
 
If you would like to join us, please contact 
Jeanette in advance at 
steventon@onb.odg.org.uk. You would all be 
fully supervised! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=14544
https://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/event.php?id=14544
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Oh yes they did ! - Treasure Island  - another great success for the Panto team !  
 

 
I would like to thank all that helped to put this production on.  It is a huge undertaking and took 70+ 
people on and off the stage.   We were never sure if in these difficult times we'd ever get to 
perform it.   Several local pantos had to be postponed or cancelled.  So we were lucky to manage 
all the rehearsals and the six performances but having said that, we were extremely careful.  It was 
hard work but great fun at the same time.    And it seemed that the audiences enjoyed themselves 
too.  A big thank you to them as without their support we would not be able to donate the profit to 
the NSPCC.  - Look out for the grand total in next month's issue. 
 
Margaret Hall  
 

 
Steventon Scarecrow Festival 

 
15 May and throughout the summer  - This year's theme - Kings and Queens  
For more info. see Steventon scarecrow Face book page or contact  lindewsnap@live.co.uk 
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STEVENTON FOOTBALL CLUB       Report 
from March 2022 
At the time of writing both our 1st team are 8th 
(down 1) and the Reserves are 6th (up 1 )in 
their respective divisions: 
1st Team:  So far this season it’s now P16 
W4 D2 L10 = 14pts 
Since the last report Stivvy have suffered 2 
defeats: 
Steventon 1   Hagbourne 5   at least Matt 
Bottomley was happy when he scored   
Cholsey 4  Steventon 0  - yes, we blew our 
2 games in hand. 
With two games left to play, we just need a 
win to finish the season in 7th – a good 
improvement on last season and hopefully 
ensuring our future in the premier division  
Reserves: have finished their season with 
P16 W6 D0 L10 = 18pts   
The last two results show the highs and lows 
of our season: 
Steventon Res vs Compton : Away win 
awarded – we simply couldn’t muster enough 
players! 

 
 
 
Steventon 6   Stanford 0  We finished on a 
high! 
Dale Cameron, from the 1st team, scored a 
hattrick;  ‘veterans’ Andy Cooper & Gary 
Rudman got a goal apiece as did Ryan Bailey  
The league season is nearly over, there will 
be changes before the next season begins, 
but for now watch this space for news on how 
we plan the mark our Centenary. 
If you want to get involved as a player, staff or 
sponsor, you know where to find us! 
 
Robert Green   tel. 416725 
 

Lost Property 
 

Found on the village green, a jacket, possibly 
belonging to one of the lads shooting goals at 
the rear of the village hall. The jacket has 
been laundered and can be collected along 
with a  number of plastic water bottles that 
were also left there. 
Tel 831520. 
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Abingdon Reservoir – Latest from 
GARD 
What an extraordinary month for 
people power. As GARD has delivered 
our public meetings, awareness across 
the Vale has grown enormously. 
Your support has resulted in:  

• David Johnston MP raising the 
issue in Prime Minister’s 
Questions  

• Layla Moran MP securing a 
parliamentary debate in 
Westminster Hall 

• All political parties support us 
against the reservoir 

• County and District Councils 
unanimously against the 
reservoir 

• Newspaper articles in several 
local and county wide 
publications as well as BBC 
South East 

• Volunteers and several 
residents’ groups linked to 
GARD emerging across villages  

• A huge response to the WRSE 
consultation from concerned 
residents 
 

Thank you to everyone who responded 
to the consultation - there is no way 
that the water companies or regulators 
can ignore such a response. 
But it's a long game, with several more 
steps to go through before we get this 
monstrous mega-reservoir binned.  We 
look forward to meeting you at future 
events, chatting to you while delivering 
leaflets and, most importantly, hearing 
from you about how YOU can help 
GARD make a difference. 
 

• Join GARD (just £10 lifetime 
membership, helping fund  
 

leaflets and meeting hall fees):  
gard.membership@gmail.com. 

• To offer help: 
gard.secretary@gmail.com  

Watch out for our BANNERS - coming 
to a road near you soon!   
Keep an eye on www.gard-oxon.org.uk 
and Facebook @abingdonreservoir for 
the latest information.  
The GARD AGM is on  Friday 29th 
April, 7:30pm Steventon Village Hall 
 
 
 
St Michael’s CE Primary 
School 
Cultivating Respect, 
Persevering and Learning with Courage 
 
Since Christmas the staff and children at 
school have been working incredibly hard. 
Oak class have been Around the World in 
80 days and Ash Class have stepped back 
in time and written in role as Walter 
Raleigh about life in Tudor times. Elm 
went on a Road Trip across America 
looking at the diverse geography and 
Sycamore re-enacted The Great Fire of 
London in miniature on the playground. 
Maple wrote letters to the Night Pirates to 
explain why they would make a good 
addition to their crew and the children of 
Willow class planned how to look after 
their own Bog Baby. Our youngest 
children in our nursery have been learning 
all about the Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
finding out what he ate and what next! 
From 25th April we will be holding a Prayer 
Space at the church, and we would like to 
invite members of the community to join 
us in our reflections during this time. 
Please look out for more information 
nearer the time.  
 
We are delighted that our numbers 
continue to grow, and we will be going 
back to one class per year group in 
September! This provides us with a great 
opportunity to recruit a new member of 
staff and to drive our changes further 
forward.  

 

mailto:gard.membership@gmail.com
mailto:gard.secretary@gmail.com
http://www.gard-oxon.org.uk/
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St Michael’s CE Primary 
School 
Continued  
As such we are looking for some 
resources to enhance our play based 
provision. If you have any of the following 
that you may be able to donate, we would 
be extremely grateful:  

• Empty soap dispensers with 
pumps   

• Craft materials (e.g. pipe cleaners, 
feathers, pom poms, lolly sticks, 
sequins, string, beads, googly 
eyes, ribbons)  

• Dressing-up clothes (age 5-6 or 
close to this size)  

• Small world play toys (especially 
on themes of pirates, elves, 
animals, dinosaurs, people, 
castles, story book characters)  

• Wooden train sets  
• K’nex  
• Board Games (good condition) 
• Tent or Tepee for book corner 
• Cushions 
• Old-fashioned 

camera/phones/toys  
• Shopping baskets (real adult sized 

ones for storage)  
• A basketball/netball hoop  
• Large cardboard tube  
• Wooden pallets 
• Fabric  
• Toy cars  
• Old car tyres 
• Small boxes/baskets for storage  
• Milk crates  
• Old kitchen utensils – saucepans, 

sieves, spoons, spatulas, etc.  
• Loose parts - buttons, pine cones, 

pebbles, shells, etc 
 
Please do let the office know if you are 
able to help! 
 
With very best wishes 
Hayley Leyshon-Brady and Grant Mottram 
Co-Headteachers 
 
 
 

 
Wow, these past few months seem to 
have flown past! The group in Steventon 
continues to amaze us and has really 
grown together this year.  We are very 
grateful to Lucy Perkins at the Sports and 
Social Club for allowing young people to 
have access to a warm and dry place with 
some play facilities.  Young people have 
really taken to focussing on improving 
their hand-eye coordination with the pool 
and dart games but with an added youth 
work twist! 
A few of the group are coming into their 
final months at secondary school and so 
focus has turned to preparing to leave and 
what options are available to them. Roxy 
has been busy supporting the young 
people to make CVs, search for 
apprenticeships and explore other 
educational routes such as college. This 
has led to conversations around careers 
and what to expect when transitioning 
from a young person to a young adult.  
We will be joining the Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations in the village this year and 
look forward to meeting others in the 
village who are involved! Keep an eye out 
for our upcoming plans around this!  
 
The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake 
Fleetwood and James Quartermain, Emily 
Astley-Madge 
Do contact any of us on 
jamesq.ycat@gmail.com, 
jakef.ycat@gmail.com, 
roxy.ycat@gmail.com, 
emily.adyp@gmail.com 
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008 

Jake Damascus, Roxy Damascus, 
James Damascus, Emily Damascus 
 
Jake_Damascus; James_Damascus; 
Roxy_Damascus, Emily_Damascus 

YouTube - The Abingdon Damascus 
Youth Project – MIND GYM 
Website - 
www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk  

mailto:jamesq.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:jakef.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:roxy.ycat@gmail.com
http://www.ycat.org.uk/


18 
 

REPORT FROM THE PARISH 
COUNCIL 
 
The Parish Council met on Tuesday 
1st March with 7 Parish Councillors, 
Sally Povolotsky, Oxfordshire County 
Council (OCC) Councillor and a large 
number of members of the public 
being present. Apologies were 
received from Matthew Barber, Vale of 
White Horse District Councillor. 
 
During March and April detailed 
inspections of the structural integrity of 
Steventon Railway Bridge have 
been/will be undertaken by OCC. 
 
A comprehensive strategy for 
managing the problems with the bridge 
can then be determined and 
implemented. 
 
Thank you to residents who went to 
and asked penetrating questions at 
Thames Water public meeting on their 
“solution” in meeting future water 
demand as part of Water Resources 
South East (WRSE) Regional Plan. 
 
The Parish Council are awaiting a 
response from David Johnston MP to: 
 
“In the plan Thames Water state that 
they used the latest available Local 
Plan and Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) trend-based data but did not 
state the year of when they obtained 
the data. The most recent ONS 
population forecasts are significantly 
lower than those used in the Regional 
Plan. This will have an impact on 
future water demand predictions. 
 
Have the Government any Plans to 
update their guidance on population 
forecasts which WRSE refer to by 
default and hence update their 
Regional Plans accordingly? 
 

The Thames Water Plan for the South 
East Strategic Reservoir Option 
(SESRO) dominates their plan up to 
2040. Why do they only consider 
implementation of other options after 
2040?  For example, transfer of water 
from the river Severn to the Thames 
and use of desalination which they 
apparently dismiss? Are the 
Government going to challenge 
Thames Water on these issues ? 
 
Parts of Abingdon that have seen 
better days could have brighter futures 
as the Vale of White Horse District 
Council sets its sights on revitalising 
aspects of the town centre.  
  
The district council is working with an 
organisation that specialises in 
‘regeneration’ to carry out a review of 
the town centre to identify realistic 
options for improving buildings, land 
and transport routes to help make 
central Abingdon a thriving place in the 
future.    
  
The review will include three properties 
the council owns in the town – the 
Charter area and car park, Abbey 
House, and the Upper Reaches Hotel 
– to see how they might need to 
change in the future to complement 
the wider work to enhance the town’s 
vitality and environment.  
  
As part of its review, the district council 
will be engaging directly with 
community groups and local business 
this spring to help identify challenges 
and areas for improvement in the 
town, and then more widely with the 
public through a survey and town 
centre event in the summer.   
 
The next Parish Council meeting is 
on Tuesday April 5th 2022 at 7pm in 
Steventon Village Hall.  
 
Dr Chris Wilding - Chair  
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What can the Steventon Allotment and 
Relief In Need Charity do for me? 
The main aim of the Trustees is to ensure 
that the Allotment site is maintained for the 
village and villagers.  The Charity has a 
secondary purpose, which is to support 
individuals and groups of the Steventon 
Parish that are in need. 
Each month the Trustees meet to review 
requests for assistance.  The next meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday 27 April 
2022. 
All cases are dealt with on an individual 
basis and in the strictest confidence.  The 
Trustees recognise that if anyone is 
seeking assistance, they will be in 
challenging circumstances.  Asking for 
help is difficult and often a last resort.   
If the Trustees are not aware of your 
situation they cannot provide support.  Yes 
you may have to fill out a form, and 
provide some personal details.  This 
should not be a bar to applying.  Help is at 
hand during each step of the application 
process from the either the Trustees or the 
Clerk. The Trustees, as the appointed 
representatives of the Charity have a legal 
duty to comply with the Charity 
Commission rules around their 
governance.  Please do not be put off by 
the process that is all it is. 
If you need help, pick up the phone, email, 
or write to the Charity, what have you got 
to loose?  
If the Charity cannot help they may be 
able to offer guidance on where help is 
available. 
Steven Ward  07719 779479 
Carole Denton  07776 453099 
Dawn Clements 820371 
Bill Temple  831449 
Robin Wilkinson 07802 487159 
Wendy Lucas  833931 
Steph Everill  821770 
Or contact the Clerk: - 
Patrina Effer 
The Limes, 19 Lime Grove 
Southmoor, Oxon, OX13 5DN 
Tel:  01865 821055 
E-mail: info@sarinc.org.uk 
The Steventon Allotment and Relief In 
Need Charity  
Providing support to the resident and 
groups of the Parish since 1987 

 

Steventon Friendly Association 
 
WED 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner 

1117 
16/2 

24 Sandie West  

1118 
23/2 

20 Alan Humphries 

1119 
2/3 

32 Doreen Link 

1120 
9/3 

45 Mr & Mrs Lucas 

 
SAT 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner  

1336 
19/2 

26 J. Goddard 

1337 
25/2 

20 Brown  &Gerring 

1338 
3/8 

48 Mrs Bedwell 

1339 
12/3 

16 Stuart Fisher 

 
SAT "59 Club Extra" Results  

Week No. Winner  

4/2 
19/2 

26 Brenda Lloyd 

413 
25/2 

20 Les Lloyd 

414 
5/3 

48 Elaine Walton 

415 
12/3 

16 Shelia Layton 

 
Congratulations to this month's 
winners 
Pat Hemmings, Chairman- SFA 
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The Causeway - from Sharron Jenkinson 
Steventon History Society 

 
The Causeway is perhaps Steventon’s 
most well-known feature but about which 
there is so little known. English Heritage, 
recognising its antiquity and importance, 
have placed a Grade Two Star listing on it, 
interestingly classifying it as a building 
rather than a monument. What is known 
about this three-quarter mile long earthen 
embankment is rather skimpy. Its recent 
past (over the last 150 years) is well 
documented in that its care has been 
under the auspices of The Causeway 
Charitable Trust. From the Trust’s records, 
we know for example, that a 100 years 
ago, The Causeway was lit by gas lights. 
Also the pitchings (cobble stones) came 
from the Cothill quarries near Marcham, in 
the late 19th century (a local historian 
calculated that 370 cart loads would have 
been required). Anything before ‘The 
Causewaymen’, (the fore runners to the 
Charitable Trust), is all a mystery. 
 
The first documentary evidence for its 
existence dates from 1404. A later 
document of 1418 mentions that by 
ancient custom the manor tenants were 
responsible for its maintenance. This hints 
at a history going back at least into the 
14th century. However, alignment of the 
buildings facing The Causeway for its 
entire length is solid evidence that The 
Causeway pre-dates the houses. As some 
of the houses can be dated back to the 
late 13th century, and the plots of lands 
upon which they are built before even that, 
it seems that at the very latest, The 
Causeway was constructed in the mid-
12th century – around the time Henry I 
gifted Steventon to the Abbey of Bec in 
Normandy. 
 
Speculation as to why it was built has 
entertained the residents of the village for 
many a long evening in The North Star, 
and although the ideas become more 
fanciful as the beer is supped, hard facts 
remain a scarcity. What is clear is that the 
embankment crosses what was at one 
time marshy land. Most opinion agrees 
with this assessment. However, opinion 
starts to diverge when thoughts are turned 

to who was trying to cross this marshy 
land. Even quite reputable books, 
including most professional archaeological 
reports for the local area, repeat the 
theory that it was built by the monks of the 
priory to ease passage to church. This is 
almost certainly untrue. For a start, there 
were only two monks in residence. 
Secondly, it is most unlikely they 
commanded the resources to embark on 
such a project. Thirdly, very few people 
lived at the far end of The Causeway in 
the 12th century and for those that did, 
there were more direct routes to the 
church. 
 
What seems more reasonable is that The 
Causeway lies on a longer distanced path 
from the Berkshire Downs to The Thames 
and, such was the importance of this path, 
that someone in authority and with access 
to decent resources, instructed it to be 
constructed. As a comparison, the 
Abingdon Road in Oxford, was also 
carried on a causeway over the braided 
River Thames, and this was built in Saxon 
times and upgraded by the Normans. The 
Norman responsible was Robert D’Oyly, 
an important local magnate who also had 
connections with Steventon, and perhaps 
significantly, property or land in Sutton 
Courtenay and Letcombe Bassett. These 
two villages stand at either end of the 
longer track. Was Robert D’Oyly 
responsible? 
Speculation will no doubt continue and 
perhaps it will require a serious 
archaeological excavation to reveal The 
Causeway’s secrets. Indeed, one very 
well-known group of such experts have 
certainly turned their minds to it. One 
evening in 2009, Television’s Time Team 
were enjoying a well-earned pint in the 
North Star following a hard day’s digging 
down the road at Drayton. Phil Harding, 
the maverick archaeologist, Oxfordshire 
born and bred, was overheard remarking 
to his fellow programme presenters Mick 
Aston and Tony Robinson, “I’d liked to 
take me trowel to that there embankment 
one day. I’d wager it be Roman.” And so 

the speculation continues … 
 


