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                  February  2022 
 

 

 
SENIOR CITIZENS 2022 PARTY 

 

Dates for February 
 
 
28th-30th Jan.  Big Garden Bird Watch 
 
1st Parish Council Meeting 
 
4th Gard Meeting 
 
6th Steventon News Ads date 
 
13th Steventon News Copy date 
 

 
10th Derby and Joan Meeting 
 
23rd SARINC Meeting 
 
25th Gard Meeting 
 
1st March  
Historical Society Meeting 
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                               St Michael & All Angels, Steventon  

 One of the DAMASCUS Parish Churches 

Associate Priest: Rev Phil Sutton   
email:  revphil@damascusparish.org.uk  (01235  01235  526 114)  

Lay Minister: Mr Jack Jarvis (01235 831 395) 
Church Warden: Dr Hilary Otterburn (01235 834 725) 

Deputy Warden: Mr Alan Binning (01235 820 009) 

Dear Friends 

February is a month when not much seems to happen. St Valentine’s Day, midway between 
Christmas and Easter, provides a welcome opportunity for another round of retail indulgence: 
London florist report that a ‘generous Valentine bouquet of red roses would include at least 50 
blooms!’ 

February – a time of turning from the dark of winter to the growing light of day. February offers 

us so much; it’s a time for looking and seeing that “love is all around me and so the feeling 

grows… it’s everywhere I go.” This is the month when the gentle warmth of a winter’s sun, the 

delicate dressing of frost on trees and cobwebs and the vibrant colours of the crocus, hellebore 

and winter berries reveal the loveliness of new life. February reminds me that true love grows 

out of darkness; that God’s gentle, exquisite and extravagant love is not shown in one 

commercial festival, but on every day of the year. God’s true love is one acquainted with grief 

and suffering having allowed his Son to suffer in all human forms and in doing so, he showed us 

that “There's no beginning, there'll be no end 'cause on my love you can depend.” 

If you are struggling with the loss of a loved one, feeling unloved or struggling with life, then 

take a walk around your garden or village and let the words of a familiar hymn, poem or song 

come to mind as you see nature’s message of emerging life and hope. Or why not ask a member 

of the ministry team to walk or talk with you to explore together the emerging comforting light 

of God’s love. 

February 2022 in Steventon will certainly not an idle time; we look forward to another 

wonderful pantomime and groups are starting to discuss Jubilee and summer celebrations. As the 

light of day increasing after the darkness of another lockdown winter, so does the hope for 

renewed community activity. If you would like to be involved in planning or taking part in a 

wide range of village activities for the Jubilee weekend celebrations, then please join us in the 

Cherry Tree on Thursday 10 February at 7.30p.m. If you are unable to make this meeting but are 

interested in hearing more then please contact me. 

The words quoted are from a 1967 song: Love is all around. 

We offer you a warm welcome to our services in February 
 
 

Wed 2 February   9:30 Holy Communion (BCP)  Led by Mr Jack Jarvis  

Sunday 6 February   9.45 Holy Communion  6:00pm Evening Prayer  

Wed 9 February   9:30 Holy Communion (BCP)  Led by Mr Jack Jarvis  

Sun 13 February   9:45 Service for Plough Sunday     

Wed 16 February      9:30 Holy Communion (BCP)  Led by Mr Jack Jarvis  

Sun 20 February   9:45 Holy Communion      

Wed 23 February   9.30 Holy Communion (BCP)  Led by Mr Jack Jarvis  
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Editorial  
You must have noticed the chicane that is 
now on the railway bridge going out of 
Steventon. This is to restrict the traffic whilst 
the bridge is undergoing inspection. I have 
noticed from (Facebook) “Steventon 
Community” that there has already been an 
incident regarding the lack of view due to the 
height of the bollards travelling uphill.  I 
believe these are soon to be replaced. 
I also couldn’t believe that a van could park 
directly in front of the right of way sign. So 
please be extra careful when approaching 
this chicane.  
 
Don’t forget the virus is still out there so we 
still need to be careful. I have always felt safe 
within the village but now Covid seems to be 
a lot closer. 
Stay Safe Everyone! 

Dilys Wilding - Editor - February issue  
 
Important Information for all readers and 
contributors. 
The Editors reserve the right to alter, omit or 
hold over any copy submitted to Steventon 
News.  The views expressed in Steventon 
News are not necessarily those of the editors. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or 
contributions but will withhold names on 
request.   
 
© Steventon News - All contents are 
copyright. The copying of any part of this 
publication without written authorisation is not 
permitted. Please apply to the Secretary. This 
applies to all media (including digital, public & 
closed groups) 
 
 
Copy for the March 2022 issue to the editor 
by 13th February please. 
 
By email to steventonnews@outlook.com 
and as Word document. Please do not send 
as a pdf as these cannot be edited. 
Advert deadline is 6th February. 
 
If you do not have access to a computer then 
please type or write your contribution clearly 
and deliver to the blue folder at the Coop. 

Steventon News Advertising 

Ad Prices until 31/03/22 

Residents 
 

12 
issues   

6 issues 1 issue 

1/10th £43.25 £21.50 £14.50 

2/10th £86.25 £43.25 £21.50 

5/10th £215.75 £108.00 £28.75 

10/10th £431.25 £215.75 £36.00 

Non Residents 

 12 
issues 

6 issues 1 issue 

1/10th £72.00 £35.00 £14.50 

2/10th £143.75 £72.00 £21.50 

5/10th £359.50 £ 179.75 £36.00 

10/10th £718.75 £ 359.50 £72.00 

 
1/10-page boxed adverts are 5.0 cm high x 
8.5 cm wide and 1/5-page ads are 10.2 cm 
high x 8.5 cm wide. 
Acceptable digital artwork formats for adverts 
only include PDF, JPG* and TIFF* (*300ppi at 
final size). Word files may also be acceptable, 
e.g. where an ad is text only; other formats on 
request. We strongly recommend that 
artworks are designed to fit the space (not 
stretched or shrunk) and text checked for 
legibility at final printed size. 
Please send all enquiries about adverts by 
email to steventonnews@outlook.com 
Local events with no entry fee FREE if space 
is available 
 
 
Your Steventon Councillors 
Oxfordshire County Council: 
Sally Povolotsky 
Sally.Povolotsky@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Vale of White Horse District Council: 
Matthew Barber. Tel 07816 481452 
councillor@matthewbarber.co.uk 
www.matthewbarber.co.uk 
Parish Council Chairman: 
Dr Chris Wilding Tel 01235 861665 
Email: crwilding@aol.com 
Steventon Parish Council Clerk 
Angela Einon Tel   01235 831024 
Email:    steventonpc@tiscali.com
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Derby and Joan Club 
We started our New Year with a 
meeting on the 13th January, which 
was enjoyable and we completed our 
Program for the year, I think it looks 
good and sincerely hope we can 
complete it. There will be printed 
copies available at our first meeting in 
February. 
We welcomed a new member, so 
please remember if you are 60 or over 
and live in the village you are very 
welcome to come along, on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of the month at 2pm. 
Lent/ Soup Lunches 
We are planning to go ahead with the 
Lunches this year, they will happen on 
each Saturday during Lent, that is 
March 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, April 
2nd and 9th, 12pm-2pm. Venues will 
be published in the next S N. 
These are always very enjoyable 
events, Good Soup and company, do 
keep these Saturday's free and come 
along. All proceeds are for the 
Christian Aid. 
Jack Jarvis 831395 

 
 
Village Litter Collection 2021 
The increase in the size of the village 
has certainly been reflected in the 
amount of rubbish which we have 
cleared in our weekly collections 
during 2021. 
Our statistics record that we dealt with 
309 sacks of general waste and filled 
25 green bins with recycling items, all 
of which represented 150 hours of 
labour. 
The number of sacks showed an 
increase of 26% over the previous 
year’s figure, largely as a result of the 
disposal of dog waste and a disturbing 
trend of using the village bins for 
domestic food items! 
Ann and Christopher Turton 
Well Done, but we could all help by 
taking our rubbish home with us. 
Ed 

Steventon History Society 
The Society was formed following the 
very successful exhibition, ‘Steventon 
in 117 Objects’ in October 2021. Many 
of you who visited asked if you could 
see some of the articles again so we 
have decided to publish items in 
Steventon News. 
Please let me know if there are any in 
particular that you would like to read 
again. We will also be creating an 
archive linked to the village web site. 
Events are planned – more on these to 
come. In the meantime, I hope that 
you enjoy reading about the famous 
spy who ate at The Railway House 
Hotel (now The Cherry Tree). 
Sharron Jenkinson – on behalf of 
Steventon History Society. 
Sharron.jenkinson@gmail.com 
 
THE SPY WHO ATE HERE 

 
The mysterious 
story of master spy, 
Klaus Fuchs, and 
his connection to 
Steventon. 
 
 

Klaus Fuchs was the atomic spy 
credited with one of the greatest acts 
of treachery in British history. His 
espionage, from 1941 when he was 
working on the Manhattan Project in 
the USA, to his confession in 1950, 
resulted in Russians building their own 
Atomic bomb. 
Fuchs was an anti-Nazi German 
refugee who studied at Bristol. He 
worked with Rudolf Peierls, initially at 
the UK Ministry of Aircraft Production, 
his speciality being refining uranium for 
the development of an atomic bomb. In 
1944, they both joined the Manhattan 
Project in Los Alamos, New Mexico. It 
is believed that Stalin knew about the 
Trinity Test (the first nuclear 
detonation) before President Truman 
did! Whilst still at Los Alamos, Fuchs  

mailto:Sharron.jenkinson@gmail.com
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started work on Hydrogen Bomb. After 
the war ended, he was reassigned to 
the UK Atomic Energy Project in  
Harwell.  

 
(In the photo, Fuchs is standing on the 
left.) 
By 1949, he had passed on enough 
intelligence to the Russians to enable 
them to have a detailed understanding 
of British and American progress on 
nuclear weaponry. 
Fuchs was finally identified in the 
summer of 1949 following FBI work on 
decoding messages. MI5 started 
systematic surveillance. In January 
1950, MI5’s chief interrogator, Jim 
Skardon, invited Fuchs to join him for 
lunch at The Railway House Hotel in 
Steventon (now The Cherry Tree). 
How very civilised and so British! Over 
lunch, it became clear to Skardon that 
Fuchs was close to confessing. “He 
was under considerable mental 
stress,” Skardon wrote. “I suggested 
that he should unburden his mind.” 
Fuchs realised that there was 
compelling evidence of his espionage 
and so his lengthy confession began. 
Even so, he was not immediately 
arrested. Skardon asked Fuchs to 
make a full official statement and, on 
January 27th, they met at The War 
Office. Fuchs was hopeful that he 
would be allowed to continue with his 
work at Harwell but he was tried and 
sentenced to 14 years imprisonment 
and stripped of his British nationality. 
He was released from prison in 1959 
and returned to East Germany where 
he continued to work in atomic 
research. He died in 1988.  

 
 
MI5 dossiers show that without that 
bizarre lunch and post lunch 
confession, there would have been 
insufficient evidence to prosecute 
Fuchs. Skardon later obtained a 
confession from Anthony Blunt, the 
Cambridge spy. 
 
Sharron Jenkinson – on behalf of 
Steventon History Society. 
 

 

Public Information Notice 

 You may have noticed works 

being carried out on farmland to 
the west of the village, (fields off 
Hanney Road and off Vicarage 
Road) 
 

 This work is being carried out by 
SSE following 
the electrification of the railway 
line. 
 
The section of overhead power 
cables that cross over the 
railway will be laid underground. 
  
This work is part of a major 
nationwide project for SSE with 
Steventon being one of the last 
parts to be completed.  
 
The work is expected to take 
many months, with hopefully 
minimum disturbance due to the 
location. If you have any issues 
or concerns, please contact SSE 
directly. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Winter or Hutchins? Please Help 
I recently started a project to research 
the names of all the fallen soldiers 
from WW1 that appear on the 
Steventon War Memorial. Of all those 
listed, I have managed to find details 
on 31 out of the 33 names. Two 
names have so far eluded me 
however, George Hutchins and 
George Winter. 
I would like to ask your help in 
identifying the final two. So, if you were 
related to or have any information 
regarding their rank, regiment or 
service number. When or where they 
were born and when or how they died I 
would be very grateful to hear from 
you. 
I believe that those who gave their life 
for their country deserve to be 
remembered and have their story told. 
Steve Lucas – 01235 833931 or email: 
stevendlucas@hotmail.co.uk 

 
I can’t be the only one to be appalled 
at the numbers of LGVs and HGVs 
going through our village (Parish 
Council report/January issue). 
Is it any wonder then that our bridge is 
crumbling? (ITV Regional News) 
Whilst I support the discussion to 
make future restrictions, I can’t help 
feeling this is not enough.  To my 
mind, that storage depot between 
Steventon and Hanney should be 
moved to Milton Business Park next to 
the A34 and not be allowed to grow as 
it has done.  Quite simply HGVs 
shouldn’t be allowed to pollute our 
village, causing damage to our roads 
and bridge and making residents’ lives 
a misery.  
We cannot escape the increase in 
traffic which is going to worsen with 
each new housing development, but 
surely we should be fighting for a total 
ban on HGVs!  Other villages seem to 
have managed it...why not Steventon?   
Lorraine Harvey 

Steventon Cricket Club 
Although it may be the depths of winter 
right now, we're already counting down 
the days to the new season, with 
indoor pre-season training for our men, 
women, girls and boys starting this 
month on Sundays, in Abingdon & 
Didcot variously. 
  We're very excited to announce that 
Steventon's new Women's cricket 
team have entered into the Home 
Counties Women's Cricket League for 
the first time in 2022, building on last 
season's success with both U15 girls' 
cricket and women's softball cricket. It 
will be fantastic to see regular 
women's cricket on Sundays on the 
green. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in getting involved in 
women's or girls' cricket, do get in 
touch. We have a very friendly and 
talented squad, across a wide age-
range. 
 We will also be running a full range of 
junior cricket again this year as usual, 
with hardball cricket available for girls 
and boys aged 10-17, in addition to 
our Allstars and Dynamos softball 
cricket programmes for ages 6-11, 
which will launch in late February. Do 
book early if you can, both 
programmes sold out quickly last 
summer. Again, if you would like more 
info, do get in touch, via email or the 
website. 
 The men's 1st XI have ended up 
being promoted to division 5C of the 
Cherwell Cricket League, which will 
make for a good challenge this 
summer, while the 2nd XI drop into 
division 8C, which should help us get 
back to winning ways a bit more after a 
tough 2021. We are always on the 
lookout for new additions to the senior 
squad, whether casual or committed. 
 A few overdue "THANK YOU"s for 
2021; The club would like to thank the 
Steventon School Association, both for 
doing a marvellous job running the 
BBQ at last summer's Allstars and  
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Dynamos sessions, and also for 
generously donating £660 to the club 
from the proceeds, to be spent on 
youth cricket. We would like to thank 
our regular shirt sponsors, Truck 
Festival and ASW scaffolding, and 
also a big thanks to SMEG UK, who 
made a very generous contribution to 
the club last summer in support of 
youth & women's cricket in the village. 
We would also like to thank everyone 
who gave up their time volunteering for 
the club over the season, whether as a 
coach, umpire, groundsman, scorer or 
anything else - these contributions are 
what enable a real community club like 
ours to function and thrive. Thank you!  
As ever, if you think that you (or your 
child) might be interested in playing 
cricket, or any other role such as 
umpiring, coaching, scoring, or 
groundwork, do get involved with our 
friendly and welcoming club. We have 
2 men's adult league teams on 
Saturdays, a T20 team on a 
Wednesday night, Women's team 
matches on Sundays, and junior 
cricket for girls and boys of all ages 
from 6-17 throughout the week. Get in 
touch with club secretary/junior coach 
Joe Bennett on 07966 592381 
or  SteventonCC@gmail.com , or find 
out more and send a message via the 
club's website 
https://www.steventoncc.org.uk/ 
  

 
 
Steventon Football Club 
Report from January 2022 
At the time of writing both our 1st team 
is 8th and the Reserves are 7th in their 
respective divisions: 
1st Team: So far this season it’s 
P11 W3 D2 L6 =11pts 
Our first game back after the Xmas 
recess was away to League Leaders 
Milton, unbeaten in the League before 
they played us and still unbeaten, 
given we lost 4-0. It doesn’t seem that  

long ago since we beat them in a 
dramatic penalty shoot-out in the Cup, 
perhaps we’d had too much Xmas 
Pud! 
Steventon 1 Watlington 2 
A winnable fixture given they started 
below us in the League, but their two 
quick goals just before half-time 
proved the telling difference. Despite a 
spirited 2nd half and being awarded a 
penalty which hit the post, Stivvy could 
only manage a Marcin goal in reply. 
Watlington moved 2 points ahead but 
we have 3 games in hand 
Reserves: Still improved on last year, 
their record is now P13 W4 L9 = 12pts 
Drayton Res 2 Steventon Res 0 
Yet another derby game lost, the 3rd 
this season, and we’ve got to play 
them again in the Cup. Maybe 4th time 
lucky? 
Like the Premiership, we’ve suffered 
further postponements since my last 
report, but not due to players attending 
the African Cup of Nations, just 
Omicron. Maybe there’s a silver lining 
if the rearranged games get played in 
the warmer spring sunshine, hope you 
can join us then? 
Still on the lookout for Football Club 
archives – please! 
Robert Green tel. 416725 
 

 

mailto:SteventonCC@gmail.com
https://www.steventoncc.org.uk/
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We are now fully back in the flow of 
things and have been back out under 
the gazebo and walking the streets of 
the village every week. Its great to see 
so many people out enjoying the day 
light hours whilst we are setting up in 
the park. 
The group have been busy formulating 
ideas and planning for future 
fundraising events over the past few 
weeks. We hope to share news of 
these soon and hope that the 
generosity in the village towards the 
project and young people, continues 
as it has in the past. 
As always, the group have been 
balancing all their hard work with some 
fun activities in the sports’ area. The 
group love a game of table tennis and 
with the recent windy weather it added 
a whole new dimension to the games 
and if it’s not the wind, the winter low 
light levels have made dodgeball 
interesting! So glad to see the sunlight 
hours increasing each week now! 
The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake 
Fleetwood and James Quartermain, 
Emily Astley-Madge 
Do contact any of us on 
jamesq.ycat@gmail.com, 
jakef.ycat@gmail.com, 
roxy.ycat@gmail.com, 
emily.adyp@gmail.com 
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008 

Jake Damascus, Roxy Damascus, 
 JamesDamascus,EmilyDamascus 

Jake_Damascus;James_Damascus; 
Roxy_Damascus, Emily_Damascus 
YouTube - The Abingdon Damascus 
Youth Project – MIND GYM 
Website - 
www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk 

Cllr Sally Povolotsky 
County Councillor Hendreds & 
Harwell. 
Firstly, a belated Happy New Year 
from my family to yours. 
You may have noticed we ended 2021 
with major issues on the Steventon 
Bridge. Since I was elected in May 
2021, I listened to a long list of issues 
unresolved from the Parish Council 
and community. 
As a County Councillor I pick up 
confidential casework for residents 
around all sorts of issues in Health, 
Education, Adult & Social Care and 
Highways. I stood for election because 
I didn't feel our voices were being 
heard anywhere at County Hall I didn't 
want a politician who quietly served, I 
wanted one who would knock walls 
down for their residents. 
 
Politics is a weird place, what voice do 
we really have in a system that seems 
against you all the time, but what 
concerned me the most was the lack 
of attendance or even communication 
by the elected member for Vale of 
White Horse who is meant to represent 
you all in Steventon & Hanney's. 
Turned out he hadn't attended a Parish 
Council meeting in over two and half 
years. We did manage to see the Cllr 
in November, after a letter of concern 
to his Political Leadership. What 
Steventon needs is attentive and 
responsive representation, you 
deserve better and should 
demand MORE! 
 
From the list below I can confirm we 
have some resolutions to many of the 
issues, in the last 7 months, here is 
how it’s going! 
 
1. High Street / A4130 Pathway 

Obstruction - Cleared and Fixed 
2. Broken Street Light Causeway / 

High Street - Replaced to LED 
 

mailto:jamesq.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:jakef.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:roxy.ycat@gmail.com
http://www.ycat.org.uk/
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3. New Development Adoptions - In 
touch with Officers and there's 
an outstanding land ownership 
concern with Land Registry. 

4. Rising Crime and Lack of Police 
Presence - FINALLY a Police 
Patrol in Steventon (I 
communicated with officers and 
PCSO's) 

5. Subsidence / Dip on Steventon 
Bridge - Two Surveys, Results 
Safety Concern and Temporary 
Road Restrictions - more details 
coming soon.... 

6. Speeding Concerns - Registered 
for 20mph Scheme (hopefully 
June 2022) 

7. Worries around Over development 
I respond and am highlighting 
issues but the County Council is 
not the planning authority, the 
Vale is! 

8. High Concerns around traffic / HGV 
Working with VOWH and OCC on 
the concerned with the 'storage 
depot' and pushing the larger 
HGV and Freight Strategy at 
OCC 

9.  Steventon Reservoir  
I am working closely with GARD 
and we got a motion passed at OCC 
to reject the proposals, and I 
continue to work to object to this 
scheme, as well as my 5,500word 
submission to RAPID OFWAT GATE  
 
Again, where is the District 
Cllr....nowhere, no response and no 
attendance at meetings. I have frankly 
given up and now discuss with the 
Leader of VOWH. I spoke with the 
chair of Steventon Parish Council and 
GARD to encourage VOWH to object 
to the scheme, against a mere few 
spoken words from your elected 
District Councillor. 
 
What is clear is that Steventon NEEDS 
representation, and a strong voice. 
You can be a massive part of that and  

working together we manage much 
more than on our own. The biggest 
threat to Steventon in 2022 is the 
SESRO Reservoir scheme, it has been 
passed through decision point GATE 
1, (the preferred option for Thames 
Water). We have two reviews now for 
GATE 2 and the regional strategic 
water consultation. WE NEED YOU, 
please do follow my Facebook page 
which is –  
@sally4hendredsandharwell  
which I keep up to date regularly.  
Once covid has passed at the high 
rates of infection I will be organising 
councillor surgeries. Meanwhile at 
county I am proud we now have a 
Special Education Needs consultation 
launched and also around transport 
and options.... 
 
You can find all our consultations here 
- https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Please do contribute, your voice is 
stronger than you may realise.  
 
Meanwhile I will be out in the village 
again soon and hope to kick start 
some community wide litter picking 
once BIFFA has capacity. Please do 
take care of each other, stay safe and 
remember I am just a resident in the 
division that had enough, I am not a 
normal 'politician' in fact pretty much 
despise the word, but I believe in 
people and that you and our planet 
need huge amounts of attention, 
change and dedication. 
 
Take care and stay safe 
Sally 

 

Report from the Parish Council 
The Parish Council met on Tuesday 
4th January with 7 Parish Councillors, 
Sally Povolotsky, Oxfordshire County 
Council (OCC) Councillor and a large 
number of members of the public 
being present. Apologies were   

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
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received from Matthew Barber, Vale of 
White Horse District Councillor. 
After 10 years on the Parish Council 
Robert Green has resigned from the 
Parish Council. Robert considers that 
he is unable to give the level of 
commitment to the role of Parish 
Councillor, as considered necessary. 
Robert has made significant 
contributions to the village, in particular 
the campaign to save Steventon 
Railway bridge and leading the 
emerging Neighbourhood Plan team. 
We wish him well for the future. 
We welcome Sylvia Pajak as a co-
opted member of the Parish Council. 
There is still a vacancy for one more 
co-opted member. If you would like to 
join the Parish Council please contact 
our clerk or any Parish Councillor. 
The surveys that were carried out last 
year on the Railway bridge identified 
some major problems. This has led to 
OCC introducing in single lane traffic 
system that, unfortunately, will 
continue for some months while they 
investigate and then plan repairs. 
Thank you to residents who submitted 
responses to the “Monkey” survey on 
the application to OCC for Steventon 
to have 20mph speed restriction status 
throughout the village. There were 94 
replies. Of these 96% have concerns 
about the traffic in Steventon and 86% 
support a 20mph speed limit in the 
village. The results of the survey and 
associated comments have been sent 
to OCC. 
Have your say on the future of 
transport and a plan to deliver a zero 
carbon transport network by 2040 in 
Oxfordshire. Oxfordshire County 
Council’s Cabinet approved the draft 
Local Transport and Connectivity Plan 
(LTCP) last October, which – among 
its many ambitions – aims to cut car 
journeys by a quarter by 2030 and 
reduce them by a third by 2040. It also 
plans to increase the number of 

cycling trips from 600,000 to one 
million by 2031. 
Residents can have their say on the 
plan until 16 March. People can take 
part and make their voices heard at 
letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ltcp. Final 
adoption of the plan is currently 
scheduled for summer 2022. 
 
Could residents please refrain from 
depositing domestic food waste in the 
bins round the village. This could result 
in a serious environmental problem if 
this continues. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Tuesday February 1st 2022 at 7pm in 
Steventon Village Hall. 
Dr Chris Wilding – Chair 
 

 
 
Abingdon Reservoir  
Latest News from GARD 
There have been lots of developments 
this month regarding the proposed 
Abingdon reservoir. The regulator has 
released their view on the water 
companies’ recent submissions as to 
how they will provide water over the 
next 50 years and the reservoir has 
been given the go-ahead to proceed to 
the next development stage. This is 
very disappointing, but not 
unexpected. It is also disappointing 
that the regulator has largely ignored 
many of the points against the 
reservoir raised by local groups, 
organisations, and councils. 
The regional water company grouping, 
called Water Resources Southeast, 
will reveal their big plans in the week 
beginning 17th Jan and there will be a 
consultation period. Once we formally 
receive the plans and can analyse 
them, we will be highlighting what local 
people and organisations can do to 
help fight these proposals. 
As a reminder, the reservoir will be the 
largest of its kind in Europe, rising 25m   
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above the ground and filling the area 
between Marcham, Abingdon, 
Drayton, Steventon and East Hanney - 
the construction will be at least 10 
years of misery for us. 
We know that much of the information 
on which the reservoir has been 
planned so far is incorrect. As a simple 
example, an increasing population is 
one of the main reasons why Thames 
Water argue that it’s needed. For the 
last 4 years we have been trying to get 
them to use sensible figures for this 
increase, rather than the ludicrous 
worst-case scenario they always seem 
to use. Only this week, the Office for 
National Statistics published figures 
reducing their expectation for future 
UK population increases - due to the 
falling birth rate, deaths will now 
outnumber births for the foreseeable 
future. In fact, immigration is now the 
only reason why numbers will stabilise 
or increase. This is the 4th update in a 
row where the ONS has lowered its 
forecasts and any actual increase will 
only be a fraction of what Thames 
Water are planning on. This fact alone 
makes the argument for the reservoir 
ridiculous. 
Upcoming meetings & opposing the 
reservoir 
We have lots of meetings coming up 
with Thames Water, local MPs, 
Oxfordshire County Council and 
VOWH District Council, where we will 
be helping to develop a unified 
opposition. Next month we can let you 
know how you can respond to the 
consultation and help get this stopped.  
Evening public meetings are being 
finalised across local villages. Dates 
so far are: 
Fri. 4th & 25th February – Steventon 
Village Hall, Millennium room 
Fri. 11th February – Drayton Small 
Hall 
Mon. 21st February – Hanney 
Memorial Hall 

Tues. 22nd February TBC – Marcham 
Centre 
Thurs. 24th February – East Hendred 
Snells Hall 
Monday 28th February – Garford 
Village Hall 
More details will follow or keep an eye 
on www.gard-oxon.org.uk and 
Facebook @abingdonreservoir. 
 
Steventon Friendly Association 
 
WED 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner 

1109 
22/12 

54 John Webb 

1110 
29/12 

58 Trisha Goodenough 

1111 
05/01 

14 Alf King 

1112 
12/01 

32 Doreen Ling 

 
SAT 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner  

1328 
25/12 

18 Sandie West 

1129 
01/01 

42 Mrs Jones 

1330 
08/01 

27 Ivor Mills 

1331 
15/01 

4 Pat Ross 

 
SAT "59 Club Extra" Results 

Week No. Winner  

404 
25/12 

18 Chris Wilding 

405 
01/01 

42 Leisa Fisher 

406 
08/01 

27 Mrs McCann 

407 
15/01 

4 Dilys Wilding 

Congratulations to all this month's 
winners. 
 
Pat Hemmings Chairman SFA Tel 
831462 
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Senior Citizens 2022 Party 
Many thanks to Pat Hemmings and his 
band of helpers for yet again a 
wonderful afternoon party for 78 of the 
village residents or should we call it a 
“business meeting” now. Thanks must 
also go to all the fundraisers who 
without their help this event would not 
be possible. 
This year I think it has been a triumph 
over adversity for Pat. New caterers 
needed to be found after the previous 
years decided not to do outside 
catering after Covid and then with 4 
days to go the entertainment booked 
went down with Covid so could not 
attend.  
With a lot of luck Pat managed to find 
a replacement in the form of Kevin 
Jay, then as we were eating the meal 
news came through that he had had a 
car accident on the way to Steventon 
but still he soldiered on to make it just 
in time.  
Originally an Elvis tribute act (without 
outfit).and not having performed for 2 
years he managed to cover a variety of 
music suitable for the age of his 
audience so the dance floor was soon 
filled. 
Success!  
Pat tells me that all is booked now for 
next year so fingers crossed for no 
more lastminute chaos. Editor  

 
 
What can the Steventon Allotment & 
Relief In Need Charity do for me? 
The main aim of the Trustees is to 
ensure that the Allotment site is 
maintained for the village and villagers. 
The Charity has a secondary purpose, 
which is to support individuals and 

groups of the Steventon Parish that 
are in need.  
Each month the Trustees meet to 
review requests for assistance. The 
next meeting is scheduled for. 
Wednesday 23 February 2022. All 
cases are dealt with on an individual 
basis and in the strictest confidence. 
The Trustees recognise that if anyone 
is seeking assistance, they will be in 
challenging circumstances. Asking for 
help is difficult and often a last resort. 
If the Trustees are not aware of your 
situation they cannot provide support. 
Yes, you may have to fill out a form, 
and provide some personal details. 
This should not be a bar to applying. 
Help is at hand during each step of the 
application process from the either the 
Trustees or the Clerk. The Trustees, 
as the appointed representatives of the  
Charity have a legal duty to comply 
with the Charity Commission rules  
around their governance. 
Please do not be put off by the 
process that is all it is. If you need 
help, pick up the phone, email, or write 
to the Charity, what have you got to 
loose? If the Charity cannot help they 
may be able to offer guidance on 
where help is available. 
  
Steven Ward 07719 779479  
Carole Denton 07776 453099 
Dawn Clements 820371  
Bill Temple 831449  
Robin Wilkinson 07802 487159  
Wendy Lucas 833931  
Steph Everill 821770  
Or contact the Clerk: -  
Patrina Effer  
The Limes, 19 Lime Grove 
Southmoor  
Oxon, OX13 5DN  
Tel: 01865 821055  
E-mail: info@sarinc.org.uk  
The Steventon Allotment and Relief In 
Need Charity Providing support to the 
resident and groups of the Parish 
since 1987 

mailto:info@sarinc.org.uk
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The Big Garden Bird Watch 

Be one in a million! 

In 2021, more than one million people 
took part in Big Garden Birdwatch, all 
coming together to look out for birds. 
Why not join in and be one in a million 
for 2022? 
Shockingly, we’ve lost 38 million birds 
from UK skies in the last 50 years, so it 
really is vital we do all we can to look 
after our birdlife. 
As a conservation charity, we depend 
on your support to save nature and to 
look after places where wildlife can 
thrive. By taking part in Big Garden 
Birdwatch, you can also make a 
difference. Wherever you are, 
whatever you see, it counts! 

It’s easy to do Big Garden Birdwatch. 
Simply choose an hour between 28 
and 30 January and count the birds 
that you see land in your garden, local 
park or from your balcony. Then tell us 
what you saw.  
 
Taking part is as easy as 1,2,3 
1. Watch the birds around you for one 
hour 
2. Count how many of each species of 
bird lands on your patch 
3. Go online and tell us what you saw 
 
Enjoy your birdwatch and please take 
part safely. 
To find out more contact:- 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-
involved/activities/birdwatch/birdwatch-
take-part/ 
You can download the guide below. 
Please take a look at the guide before 
printing, as it may be that you don’t 
need to print it.  

Remember to sign up for our Big 
Garden Birdwatch emails to get expert 
advice on how to attract birds to your 
space and how to ID them. As well as 
a reminder of when the big weekend 
starts of course! 

 

Steventon History Society 

Present 

A talk on the History of the Wilts and 

Berks Canal 

By Martin Buckland 

On Tuesday 1st March in St 

Michael’s Church (not the hall) 

Doors open at 7.30 but talk starts at 

7.45 to allow residents to attend both 

the open session of the Parish Council 

meeting and the talk! 

Refreshments will be served 

afterwards. There is no charge to 

come to the talk but donations towards 

the cost of the evening and 

refreshments, gratefully received on 

the night. 

For more info contact Tim Owen 

owentd@talk21.com or Dick Bosley 

rbosley@talktalk.net 

 


