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St Michael & All Angels, Steventon
One of the DAMASCUS Parish Churches
Associate Priest: Rev Phil Sutton
email: revphil@damascusparish.org.uk (01235 01235 635 476)
Lay Minister: Mr Jack Jarvis (01235 831 395)
Church Warden: Dr Hilary Otterburn (01235 834 725)
Deputy Warden: Mr Alan Binning (01235 820 009)

Dear Friends
At the Heart of Christmas
Christmas! You either love it or dread it! While some go over the top for Christmas, others go
under with loneliness, disappointment, sadness or anxiety about the cost of everything.
Cardmas, Crackermass, Turkeymas, Drunkenmas, Excitementmas, Overdraftmas,
Disappointmenmas, Alkaseltzermas. God came down at Christmas and found it wasn’t! After all, if
you take Christ out of Christmas all you are left with is M&S.
As with last year, we want to turn our church inside out for Christmas but not in terms of the
decorations, but to offer the gift of peace and hope, the true heart of Christmas. To do this we
need your help to tell us of someone in Steventon who you know will be struggling and would be
grateful for company or assistance. Maybe you want to tell us about your worries. I welcome your
call; conversations will always be treated in professional confidence.
We invite you to join us in creating a Steventon Advent Calendar by decorating and ideally,
illuminating, your window or door with a Christmas theme. It would be wonderful if you could
feature a message of peace, hope or love. For further information please see the notice from Mary
Thompson in this edition or contact me on 635476 or by email.
Sunday 5th December
9:45 Holy Communion
5.00pm School Christingle Service
Followed by procession to the North Star for carols and lighting of the Village Christmas tree
Weekend of 10-12th December
Carols around the Crib
At Harding Vale, Miller Place, Joyce Way & Village Green. Look out for further notices in your area.
Sunday 12th December
9:45 Family Service
During this service donations of gift cards for the Oxford Women’s Refuge are received

9.45 Holy Communion

Sunday 19th December
18:00 Traditional Service of Carols and Readings

CHRISTMAS EVE
16:00 Crib Service
23:30 Midnight Communion
CHRISTMAS DAY
8:00 Holy Communion BCP 11:00 Christmas Family Service
If you would like to receive or pass on the small book At the Heart of Christmas, please contact
me.
May you be blessed with God’s peace which passes all understanding this Advent and Christmas.
Phil Sutton
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Editorial

Steventon News Advertising
Ad Prices until 31/03/22

Season’s Greetings to all.
This issue sees the end of 2021. It’s been
quite an eventful year: What with Covid, our
stalwart village Co-op fire, the reopening of
our eateries and watering holes, fetes and
competitions, but the one thing that has been
constant and brings us all together is the
beautiful village that we all share.

Residents

Thank you to all the Steventon News team
that work tirelessly to get this out every
month. Thank you our advertisers as without
your support we could not produce. Thank
you to Alan Binning for the provision of office
space and finally thank you to YOU our
readers for your support and contributions,
(please keep sending things in).

12
issues
1/10th
£43.25
2/10th
£86.25
5/10th
£215.75
10/10th
£431.25
Non Residents

6 issues

1 issue

£21.50
£43.25
£108.00
£215.75

£14.50
£21.50
£28.75
£36.00

12
issues
£72.00
£143.75
£359.50
£718.75

6 issues

1 issue

£35.00
£72.00
£ 179.75
£ 359.50

£14.50
£21.50
£36.00
£72.00

1/10th
2/10th
5/10th
10/10th

Martin Stimpson-Tame Editor Dec issue

1/10-page boxed adverts are 5.0 cm high x
8.5 cm wide and 1/5-page ads are 10.2 cm
high x 8.5 cm wide.
Acceptable digital artwork formats for adverts
only include PDF, JPG* and TIFF* (*300ppi at
final size). Word files may also be acceptable,
e.g. where an ad is text only; other formats on
request. We strongly recommend that
artworks are designed to fit the space (not
stretched or shrunk) and text checked for
legibility at final printed size.
Please send all enquiries about adverts by
email to steventonnews@outlook.com
Local events with no entry fee FREE if space
is available

Important Information for all readers and
contributors.
The Editors reserve the right to alter, omit or
hold over any copy submitted to Steventon
News. The views expressed in Steventon
News are not necessarily those of the editors.
We will not publish anonymous letters or
contributions but will withhold names on
request.
© Steventon News - All contents are
copyright. The copying of any part of this
publication without written authorisation is not
permitted. Please apply to the Secretary. This
applies to all media (including digital, public &
closed groups)

Your Steventon Councillors
Oxfordshire County Council:
Sally Povolotsky
Sally.Povolotsky@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Vale of White Horse District Council:
Matthew Barber. Tel 07816 481452
councillor@matthewbarber.co.uk
www.matthewbarber.co.uk
Parish Council Chairman:
Dr Chris Wilding Tel 01235 861665
Email: crwilding@aol.com
Steventon Parish Council Clerk
Angela Einon Tel 01235 831024
Email: steventonpc@tiscali.com

Copy for the January 2022 issue to the editor
by 19th December please.
By email to steventonnews@outlook.com
and as Word document. Please do not send
as a pdf as these cannot be edited.
Advert deadline is 12th December
If you do not have access to a computer then
please type or write your contribution clearly
and deliver to 40, Stonebridge Road.
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Steventon Derby and Joan Club

Steventon Women’s Institute

We only have one meeting in
December, that is our Christmas
Dinner on the 9th. Please remember to
bring a raffle prize (a nice one) so that
we can all receive one, if you are a
couple that means two prizes.
The dinner is 12.30pm for 1pm, please
do not arrive early as the caterers will
be setting up and it will delay them if
people are milling around. If you have
not given your name to Audrey then
please do it ASAP.

Thursday 10th a few of us got together
to make Pom Pom’s for the tree in The
Causeway close to the North Star, do
have a look at this tree, the Pom Poms
are in aid of Ovarian Cancer
awareness.
Our Christmas Dinner will be at The
Greyhound on Tuesday 7th December.
We have one more meeting before
Christmas, no speaker at this meeting,
this evening will be a social evening
with food.

Jack Jarvis 831395

Happy Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all our Members, let’s hope
2022 will be more fun.

Thankyou
I’d like to thank those individuals who
have selflessly taken the time and
trouble to improve the footpath
towards Milton and the path between
the fields from the A34 underpass.
Wouldn’t it be great if more elderly
residents were not forced, by the
boarded-up gap between post and
gate, to use the stile at the end of
Kennel Lane

January 18th meeting will be a Craft
Session.
Any questions don’t hesitate to contact
Sue Flockton 821222.

Royal British Legion Steventon and
District Branch

Thanks
The Branch held a most successful
Curry Lunch on Remembrance
Sunday with 60 attending, including 98
year-old WW2 Veteran David
Delafield of Drayton who served in the
Royal Navy as an Engine Room
Artificer on minesweepers in the Far
East, based in Ceylon and Hong
Kong, clearing Japanese mines and
keeping harbours open.

David Granville

Tree Lights and Carols
The annual Lights and Carols at the
North Star will be on Sunday 6th
December from 6pm

The function was also much enhanced
by the gift of a barrel of Skyfall beer by
Jim Southby of Milton.
Donations for imbibing this gave
a welcome boost to funds.
Nick Thompson
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Steventon Brownies and Rainbows.

Another project on which we might be
able to make an early start is the
recording of an ‘oral history’ of the
village, collecting the memories of the
older residents, especially those
whose families have long-term
associations with Steventon. This
would dovetail neatly with the
forthcoming celebrations of the
Queen’s 70th Coronation anniversary,
which potentially offers the opportunity
to have a second Steventon History
Exhibition: ‘Steventon in 1952’. Part of
this could include sharing the
memories of those who were there for
the actual Coronation celebrations.

Steventon Brownies and Rainbows
have enjoyed being back at regular
meetings in the Village Hall this term.
We meet on Mondays in term time;
Rainbows at 5pm till 6.15.
Brownies from 6pm till 7.30.
If you would like to know more
about Brownies please contact
Vicky Hook, Brownie Guider
browniessteventon@gmail.com
For Rainbows, do contact me,
Mary Thompson, Rainbow Guider
steventonrainbows@gmail.com
or you can look on line at
www.girlguiding.org.uk

These ideas are amongst a range of
possibilities we discussed at our pub
meeting. We plan to reconvene again
in December. If you would like to join
in the discussions or have memories
or collectables to share, please contact
either Tim Owen or Dick Bosley. We
would enjoy hearing from you:

Steventon History Exhibition –
Follow Up
Following on from the very positive
response to October’s History
Exhibition, a group of enthusiasts met
in the North Star recently to explore
ways of galvanising the interest in the
village’s past.

owentd@talk21.com
rbosley@talktalk.net

There was much discussion and
enthusiasm for the forming of a
Steventon History Society. However,
the group decided that the way forward
would be to arrange various taster
events first, in order to gauge the
appetite amongst the community for a
more formal set up.
In the new year, we hope to have two
public events with expert speakers
giving talks on such subjects as the
Wilts and Berks Canal, and the history
of the Great Western Railway in
Steventon. Watch this space for further
details!
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Steventon Choral Society news

Steventon Village Advent Calendar

We are delighted to be rehearsing
again on Thursdays in the village
hall. However, as the pandemic is still
very much with us we have decided
to produce a virtual Christmas
concert via Zoom this year and we are
also looking forward to some festive
caroling outside.

Will you join the fun this year?
Last year we encouraged people to
decorate their windows or doors in the
style of an Advent Calendar, and had a
wonderful response.
We would like to get as many houses
as possible in the village to join in this
year and brighten Christmas 2021!

Steventon Choral Society’s
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION is on Monday
20th December 7.30pm for an hour.
We hope you will join us for this free
online concert of Christmas
music. You will find the Zoom link for
the concert on the choral society
website www.steventonchoral.org.uk.

The window or door can be large or
small.

We would be delighted to see you inperson outdoors to join in with
some well-loved Christmas carols with
us at CAROLS ON THE GREEN on
THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER from
7.30pm (outside the village hall). This
will go ahead as long as the weather is
dry. Please bring along your own hot
drinks (and blankets and chairs
perhaps) if you would like to. We’ll be
there for around an hour (perhaps
slightly less if it’s really cold…). Hope
to see some of you there!

Decorate your window or door for as
many days as you wish from
November 28th and share the fun of
celebrating with our Community this
Christmas.

The decoration should be on a
Christmas theme.
Lights would be good so that the
displays can be seen after dark.

If you would like to join in, please
contact:
Rev Phil Sutton 07507 378737 or
revphil@damascusparish.org.uk Hilary
Otterburn 07540 098157 or
hilary.otterburn@gmail.com

We are always on the lookout for
singers to join us, and we would be
particularly keen to hear from any
tenors or basses. Please see the
website (www.steventonchoral.org.uk)
or get in touch with Helen on 07748
152967 if you would like to know
more.

By the time you read this we are
advised the Co-op should be……
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St Michael’s School

sparklers were a great hit in the
staffroom!

The children of St Michael’s continue
to amaze us with their courageous
approach to their learning and their
perseverance with new concepts. We
had a visit last week from our School
Improvement Partner who commented
on how engaged each and every child
was and how lovely it was to feel the
“buzz” of purposeful learning again in
classrooms.

We are really looking forward to our
Christmas celebrations this year
starting with our Christmas Art Day on
December 1st and ending with our
Christmas church service on 17th
December.
In the New Year we will be holding
some Love Your School Days where
we would like to invite our community
to help us with some gardening and
DIY jobs around the school site. If you
would like to be kept informed of the
dates of these, please email
office.3241@st-michaelspri.oxon.sch.uk

Our curriculum has received a bit of an
overhaul in recent times and it is
wonderful to see the teachers and
children making links with our village to
enhance their learning. Our Year 6
children were delighted to be
generously invited to visit Miss Helen
before half term as part of their topic
on World War 2. Year 4/5 took a visit
to Steventon Bakery to find out all
about this wonderful asset to the
village!
Year 3/4 completed a fantastic digital
photography topic all about Steventon.
They spent some time walking around
and exploring the village and looking
through old photographs to see what
was there previously, before taking
their own modern day equivalents.
Year 2 learnt all about New Zealand
and compared it to living in Steventon.
There were many similarities as well
as some differences - namely the
weather!
Year 1 also spent some time exploring
the village as part of their topic
inspired by Oliver Jeffers’ book “Here
We Are”. They mapped their route to
school and made a photo map of the
village, showing all of their front doors.
Our Reception children have been
learning all about The Little Red Hen they even ground their own wheat to
make flour.
Our wonderful Nursery have been
learning about all sorts of things such
as Autumn and fireworks. Their edible

With best wishes,
Hayley Leyshon-Brady and Grant
Mottram
Co-Headteachers
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Parish Council Report

and administering flu jabs, to offering
emergency contraception, dispensing
medication and so much more.

The Parish Council met on Tuesday
2nd November with 6 Parish
Councillors, Sally Povolostky,
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)
Councillor, Matthew Barber, Vale of
White Horse District Councillor and a
large number of members of the public
being present.

This is an opportunity for all residents
of Steventon, particularly those who
use pharmacies regularly, to ensure
that the new assessment accurately
reflects the current provision being
delivered for Steventon. The initial
draft can be seen and responded to by
going to:
letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxonpharma-needs-assessment-2022

With the Christmas festivities upon us I
hope residents have managed to keep
clear of contracting Covid 19 virus.
Please ensure, for your own and other
peoples safety, especially the elderly
and those medically vulnerable, that
you are fully vaccinated to fully enjoy
the festive season, and beyond.

The Didcot Powerhouse Fund has
been launched to support charities
from the Didcot Garden Town Area of
influence (this includes Steventon).
The theme for 2022 is to support
children, young people and families as
we emerge from a pandemic. There is
a website with more information:
www.didcotpowerhousefund.co.uk.

The Parish Council infrastructure
working group is looking at the
installation of yellow lines in parts of
the village to help with parking
problems.

The next Parish Council meeting is on
Tuesday December 7th, 7pm in the
Village Hall.

Have your say on pharmaceutical
services in Oxfordshire. People who
use pharmaceutical services in
Oxfordshire are being asked to give
their views on whether current services
are meeting the needs of the
population.

Have a Merry Christmas
Dr Chris WildingChair, Steventon
Parish Council

Residents have until 9 January 2022 to
comment on Oxfordshire County
Council’s new pharmaceutical needs
assessment (PNA).

ProClean Housekeeping
Recruiting for Mobile Housekeepers .

The NHS will use the PNA to work out
if any changes are needed to
pharmacy services in Oxfordshire.
Community pharmacies are a linchpin
of our local health services. They have
remained open throughout the COVID19 pandemic and have been a vital
asset to our communities over the
years. They deliver services to support
our local health and social care
services from providing medical advice

ADS 6
Working in private homes in & around
Abingdon & local villages.
MUST have own car. Hours between
9am - 2.30pm – Mon-Fri
Contact Sue Oliver for details Tel
07985423403 – sue@hsoliver.co.uk
Experience an advantage – email me
your CV - We have two vacancies to
fill
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I’m told it’s Panto Season…
Oh no it’s not…. Oh YES it IS…
Steventon Panto is Treasure Island
this year in aid of NSPCC

B4017 Steventon Railway Bridge
Embankment – Survey Work &
Coring and Trial Holes

Performances on 13th, 15th, 17th,18th
and 19th February. Covid permitting!

Following the review of the utility
surveys, investigation excavations will
be carried out in the form of trial holes,
core holes and rotary boreholes to
assess the condition of the
embankment ground beneath the road.
These works are programmed to start
on Monday 13th December 2021 and
are expected to last for about 5 days,
subject to any bad weather conditions
or unforeseen circumstances arising.

Look out for more information

Church Christmas Events
The Church community is planning a
number of events and activities over
the Christmas period and hope to
involve all the village, young and old,
during the festive season. Here are
some details:

To enable these activities to be carried
out safely the work will be done under
a road closure from 9:30hrs to
15:30hrs on the B4017 between the
Hanney Road junction and the
A4130 Junction. A signed diversion
route will be put in place during road
closure.
Community Operations, County Hall,
Oxford, OX1 1ND

There were some lovely Advent
Windows last year; if you are planning
one this year please, do let us know so
we can list them for visitors. Please
see advertisement.
We are making a Crib to go on a trailer
to come around the village on
December 10, 11, and 12th for short
appearances for Carol singing.

Decorating the Church for
Christmas 2021

Do watch out for more information, and
come to join in!

Would you like to help to decorate the
Church for this wonderful festival? No
expertise is needed, just your
enthusiasm and enjoyment of flowers.

Christmas Eve; the annual Crib
Service at 4pm in the Church. If you or
your children would like to join in,
please get in touch.

We will be in the Church on Saturday
December 18th from 10.00 onwards –
do come to join us, and stay for coffee
and mince pies.

Children can dress up as angels or
shepherds if they would like to.
Further details from Mary Thompson,
832077.

If you have greenery which you can
bring, that will be lovely.
Mary Thompson 832077
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Steventon Friendly Association
WED 59 Club Results
Week

No.

Winner

1100
11
Hayden
20/10
1101
16
Jimmy Lister
27/10
1102
8
Edie McKenzie
03/11
1103
5
Michael Toplis
10/11
SAT 59 Club Results
Week No. Winner
1319 19 Val Thomas
23/10
1320 17 P&N Stimpson
30/10
1321 19 Val Thomas
06/11
1322 56 Pete Beacham
13/11
SAT "59 Club Extra" Results
Week No. Winner
395
19 Debbie Powell
23/10
396
17 Amber Berry
30/10
397
19 Debbie Powell
06/11
398
56 Sue Flockton
13/11

The past month has been great for the
team in Steventon. We have been out
and about on Street Work in the
evenings and have been stopping and
chatting to the young people in the
village during the chilly nights!
This month we teamed up with Lucy in
the Sport and Social Club to deliver a
FIFA Tournament on Xbox. There are
some very talented gamers in the
village that’s for sure! It was great to
see some of the young people then
attempt to teach the staff how to play
the game too – not sure we made the
grade though! Whilst in the park, we
have been playing some team
challenges that have proven a little
tricky for us but the communication
skills were very good!
Our session time has moved to a
slightly earlier time of 4pm so that we
can make use of what daylight is left!
Please come stop by the gazebo in the
park on a Thursday and meet your
talented young people of Steventon –
we offer hot chocolate too!

Congratulations to all this month's
winners. Pat.

The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake
Fleetwood and James Quartermain,
Emily Astley-Madge Do contact any of
us on jamesq.ycat@gmail.com,
jakef.ycat@gmail.com,
roxy.ycat@gmail.com,
emily.adyp@gmail.com
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008
YouTube - The Abingdon Damascus
Youth Project – MIND GYM Website www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk
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The Friendly Association
Many thanks to The North Star for the donation from guess the weight of the
pumpkin (“H”) competition. Thanks to H and Lisa and everyone at The North Star for
what you do for the Senior Citizens of our village throughout the year.
Also thanks to the other people who help us throughout the year – it is very much
appreciated and it allows is to do what we do for the senior citizens.
The 59 clubs are running successfully: it’s been a tough year, but we are still doing
OK thanks to your support.
I would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and good New Year.
Pat Hemmings
Chairman S.F.A

Senior Citizens 2022 Party
The annual party for the senior citizens of Steventon will be on Sunday 16th January
at 1.30pm in the Village Hall.
If you are 65 or over or a married couple, as long as one of you are 65+ you are both
welcome.
If you wish to attend please fill in the form below and return it to me or Shirley ASAP,
the closing date is 1st January 2022
If you have any queries please ring me
Pat 831462

“Senior Citizens 2022 Party”
Steventon Village Hall
Sunday 16th January a5 1.30pm
I/we would like to come:
Name: ……………………….........................................
Phone number: ………………………………………………………..
Address: ……………………………………………………………….
Do you want picking up: ……………………………………………..
Closing date 1st January
Shirley Green
7 Stocks Lane

Return ASAP to:
Pat Hemmings
38 Hanney Road
Tel: 831462
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