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           September  2021 
 

 

Fun in the sun in a very good cause !  
 

The Marie Curie Blooming Great Tea Party at The North Star .  

 
Dates for September    

 
7th Parish Council Meeting 
9th WI Coffee Morning for Sobel 
 House 
9th Darby & Joan club meeting 
15th SARINC meeting 

 
 
18th St Michael's Church mini fête 
19th  Steventon News Copy date 
25th Church Bells Striking 
 Competition 



2 
 

                               St Michael & All Angels, Steventon 
One of the DAMASCUS Parish Churches 

Associate Priest: Rev Phil Sutton   
       (revphil@damascusparish.org.uk  01235  01235  635476 / 07507378737)  

Lay Minister: Mr Jack Jarvis (01235 831 395) 
Church Warden: Dr Hilary Otterburn (01235 834 725) 

Deputy Warden: Mr Alan Binning (01235 820 009) 

 
Dear Friends 
 

After three years of searching, Jane and I have at last been able to settle into the village that we 
have come to love so much.  Harding Vale, where we now live, and other new roads are named 
after villagers who have contributed much to the life and vitality of our community and beyond. 
Our church is privileged to have examples of our ‘road name’, Geoffrey Harding; his beautiful silver 
work rightly achieved national and international recognition. Pictures of his work will appear in the 
autumn display of Steventon in 100 objects, an exhibition being put together by local historian Dick 
Bosley. If you have an object or documents of our village life and story, please contact Dick on 
rbosley@talktalk.net  
 

Matthew’s Gospel records these words of Jesus: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored?” Salt, with its cleansing, healing, preserving properties, is 
vital to our life. These words of Jesus apply to us all, Christians, and those of other faiths or none 
alike. Brind, Fletcher, Harding, Joyce, Milbank, Miller are examples of people who have been ‘salt’ 
in our community, but the question is who will continue to bring flavour, healing and preservation 
to our village life?  Certainly, a challenge for me and all who have the privilege of inhabiting the 
newer houses in Steventon. I am encouraged to see the examples of our ‘street names’ being taken 
up. Our neighbourhood is so friendly and welcoming, their Facebook sites record the activity of 
those building community in many ways. In these challenging times our Parish Council, school, 
clubs and church all need the support of the talents of villagers recent and long-standing alike to 
enable our village to continue to prosper for the benefit of all. “If salt has lost its taste, how can 
its saltiness be restored?” Once lost, never to be regained. In the following verse Jesus adds:” you 
are called to be the light in our world.” Who then will become the ‘leading lights’ in our village?   
 

Copies of The Story of Steventon which include details of the characters mentioned can be 
purchased at the church.   With my sincere thanks to the light bearers in Steventon. Phil Sutton 

 

We offer you a warm welcome to our services in September.   
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fri 3 Sept  Wedding of Joseph Lyford & Hannah Chapman  

Sun 5 Sept    9:45 Holy Communion 
12.45 Baptism of Neave Day   

6:00pm Evening Prayer (BCP)  

Wed 8 Sept    9:30 Holy Communion (BCP) Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 

Sat 11 Sept  Wedding of Christopher Stewart & Joanna Tooley  

Sun 12 Sept 9:45 Morning Worship  

Wed 15 Sept  9.30 Holy Communion (BCP) Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 

Sun 19 Sept 9:45 Holy Communion Liam Corrigan & Lucy Telford 

Wed  22 Sept   9.30 Holy Communion (BCP)  

Sun 26 Sept 8:00 Holy Communion  
9:45 Family ‘Breakfast’ Service  
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Editorial  
 
It may be nearly Autumn  - the swallows and 
swifts have already left  and it's back to 
school for some  but it's feeling more like the 
"normal" we think we remember.   
 
Lynn Mainstone posted this on Steventon 
Community, about an annual village highlight 
just as this issue was being finalised.   
 
Thank you to everyone that supported our 
Marie Curie Blooming Great Tea Party on 
Saturday 14 September  ........ 
to those who donated raffle and tombola 
prizes, baked cakes, helped on the day, had 
a stall, came along and supported us or made 
a monetary donation- we are so grateful 
 
We have so far banked just over £2500.00 - 
just AMAZING  
Final thanks to H & Lisa at the North Star for 
their continued support  
 
See you next year  
 
I'm sure we will Lynn  
 

Sue Rees - Editor, September issue 
 
Steventon News Advertising 

Prices until 31.03.2022  
Residents   

  12 issues 6 issues 1 issue 

1/10th £43.25 £21.50 £14.50 

2/10th £86.25 £43.25 £21.50 

Half page  £215.75 £108.00 £28.75 

Full page  £431.25 £215.75 £36.00 

        

Non Residents  

  12 issues 6 issues 1 issue 

1/10th £72.00 £35.00 £14.50 

2/10th £143.75 £72.00 £21.50 

Half page  £359.50 £179.75 £36.00 

Full page  £718.75 £359.50 £72.00 

 
1/10-page boxed adverts are 5.0 cm high x 
8.5 cm wide and 1/5-page ads are 10.2 cm 
high x 8.5 cm wide. 
 

 
Steventon News Advertising - formatting  
Acceptable digital artwork formats for adverts 
only include PDF, JPG* and TIFF* (*300ppi at 
final size). Word files may also be acceptable, 
e.g. where an ad is text only; other formats on 
request. We strongly recommend that 
artworks are designed to fit the space (not 
stretched or shrunk) and text checked for 
legibility at final printed size. 
Please send all enquiries about adverts by 
email to steventonnews@outlook.com  
Local events with no entry fee FREE if space 
available 
 
 
Important Information for all readers and 
contributors. 
The Editors reserve the right to alter, omit or 
hold over any copy submitted to Steventon 
News.  The views expressed in Steventon 
News are not necessarily those of the Editors. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or 
contributions but will withhold names on 
request.   
 
 
© Steventon News - All contents are 
copyright. The copying of any part of this 
publication without written authorisation is not 
permitted. Please apply to the Secretary. This 
applies to all media (including digital, public & 
closed groups) 
 
 
Copy for the October issue to the editor by   
Sunday 19 September please. 
Advert deadline is 12 September.   
 
By email to steventonnews@outlook.com   
and in Word. Please do not send as a pdf as 
these cannot be edited. 
 
If you do not have access to a computer then 
please type or write your contribution clearly 
and leave it in the blue folder at the Steventon 
Co-op counter. 
 
 

mailto:steventonnews@outlook.com
mailto:steventonnews@outlook.com


 



5 
 

Steventon Darby & Joan Club 
 
I hope you are looking forward to our first 
meeting on the 9th September, where we 
shall meet friends who we have not seen for a 
long time. I hope also that you are all well. 
We are free not to distance and wear masks 
but I think to it would be good to wear one to 
start with, we can discard them if that is how 
we feel. 
Remember there will not be a raffle at this 
meeting but there will be our usual good tea. 
If any would like a lift to the meeting please 
let me know. 
All best wishes 
 
Jack Jarvis 831395 
 
 
 
St Michael’s church mini fête  
Saturday 18th September at 2 pm 
 
Come and have a lovely cream tea with lots 
of stalls, books, cakes, white elephant, 
tombola, a raffle, plants and lots of others. At 
St Michael’s church , in the grounds and , if 
wet in the church. 
Any offers of raffle prizes, cakes, anything for 
the stalls would be welcome. All offers of help 
to set up and help gratefully appreciated. 
 
Contact Hilary Otterburn 07540 098157 
or Caroline Miller 07860 382556 
 
 
 
Senior Citizen's Summer Trip 
Sunday 26th September  
All replies should be returned by 1st 
September to allow us to make any changes 
required. We will be leaving at around 9am 
and returning  at approximately 7pm. Pick up 
times and places will be through your letter 
box nearer the time. As usual you will be 
served a three course lunch etc. during the 
trip. If you have any questions please ring Pat 
on 01235 831462 or 07808086603 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VILLAGE HISTORY DAY  
There will be an exhibition of the  

History of Steventon 
on Sunday October 10th 

If you, your family or friends have any old 
news articles, maps, pictures etc. relevant to 

the village can we please borrow them ? 
Contact Dick Bosely at 21 The Green on 

 Tel. 1235 835591 or 
rbosley@talktalk.net  

I will collect anything that you have  
Thank you  

 
 
 
 
  

mailto:rbosley@talktalk.net
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Steventon Striking Competition 2021 
 
If you’re at home on Saturday afternoon, 25th 
September, you’ll hear the bells ringing 
because Steventon is very proud to be 
hosting a striking competition.  It’s a qualifying 
event for a competition occurring the following 
weekend in Stoke Goldington, near Newport 
Pagnall. 
We’re hosting at least half a dozen teams 
from the local area, who will ring for about ten 
minutes each from about 2.30-4pm and be 
judged by an independent judge from 
Newbury.  The winners then represent our 
Branch (known as the Old North Berks 
branch (ONB)) in the Oxfordshire Diocesan 
Guild competition, where up to fifteen 
different Guild branches will compete against 
one another.  The Guild covers a huge 
geographic area, including the towns and 
villages around Banbury, Chipping Norton, 
Witney, Abingdon, Newbury, Reading, 
Wokingham, Windsor, Aylesbury, Milton 
Keynes, Bicester and Oxford.  We’re 
defending champions, not the Steventon 
team, but our ONB branch. 
The last time that Steventon hosted the event 
was over fifty years ago, so it’s a rare 
privilege to be able to do so.  Do open your 
windows or come along and have a listen 
from outside the church and see whether you 
can judge for yourself, as an amateur, who 
has the better striking.  You may be able to 
hear even, rhythmic striking, but complexity is 
also important for the judge. 
The afternoon includes general ringing after 
the competition from about 4-5pm, a service 
in the church and teas, which are nearly as 
important as the competition but, sorry, for 
competitors only.  It’s a great annual 
celebration of ringing and will be extra-special 
this year because of the cancellation of last 
year’s event and because we are taking the 
opportunity to commemorate and celebrate 
the life of Claire Ward, Steventon’s Tower 
Captain (the head of ringing) until she passed 
away at Easter.   
Steventon tower will be entering a team, with 
a little help from friends at neighbouring 
towers, which will mean that we can’t win the 
qualifier but it’s the taking part that matters, 
isn’t it?! 

If you are interested in finding out more about 
ringing as a hobby, do come along on the 25th 
or on any Sunday morning between 9-9.45am 
and ask to speak to any of the Steventon 
ringers but, please, don’t go into the church 
because the ringing takes place on the 
ground floor, just inside the entrance and it 
would be too easy to distract the competing 
teams.  We ring as a service to the church – 
we are an audible reminder that an act of 
worship is about to take place - but you don’t 
have to be a worshipper yourself to take up 
the hobby and ring in church. 
You can enjoy our hobby at no cost.  It’s very 
sociable, is a great way to keep fit and 
requires physical and mental co-ordination.  
The bells at Steventon are a relatively light 
ring of six, at just over half a tonne in weight 
for the tenor, which is bell number six.  
Everyone is welcome to learn and we have 
ringers who start to learn from about nine 
years of age, (determined by height) up to 
learners aged in their sixties. 
 
Jeanette Davey 
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Tai Chi for the over 50s 
27th of September 2021 
 
It has been shown time and again that there 
is no substitute for exercise when it comes to 
good health. As we get older though hard 
exercise can be draining, and we may feel 
that many exercise choices are just too 
demanding. Tai Chi exercise is performed in 
the most effortless way possible, avoiding 
undue stress and strain. In fact, one could 
say, if you experience too much discomfort 
you are probably doing something wrong.  
Even so, research has shown that Tai Chi is 
of extraordinary benefit to both body and 
mind. Tai Chi exercise can enhance flexibility, 
mobility, balance, muscle strength, blood 
circulation, lung functioning and boost your 
immune system. This is achieved through a 
combination of mindfulness, correct postural 
alignment, relaxation, and deep abdominal 
breathing. The primary aim is to develop 
one's ‘Internal Strength’ to enjoy an enduring 
and healthy life.  
In Partnership with Abingdon & Witney 
College Adult Learning, the Three Treasures 
School of Tai Chi is running classes in 
Steventon on Monday afternoons from the 
27th of September 2021.  
For further information visit 
www.threetresurestaiji.co.uk  or contact the 
tutor Alan Baker on 01491 200471 or 07971 
261696 (email: taichialan@gmail.com ). 
 
 
Letter to the Editor  
 
Further SSA memories 
Mike Whiting's article revived memories of  
my children's early years in the 1960's and 
70's when so many parents and families were 
involved in numerous activitie  to support the 
school.  It was a major undertaking to raise 
funds for the pool and, like others, I was sad 
when it was no longer viable.  
There were numerous raffles and dances and 
at least one children's party with a Halloween 
theme.  One of the more unusual fundraising 
ventures was an attempt to create a Mile of 
Pennies, starting near the school/North Star 
and building in both directions along the 
Causeway with people being invited to lay 

their pennies edge to edge.  I seem to recall 
the line reaching from near Folly Road to 
almost up to the Causeway level crossing.  It 
was a spectacular sight, especially as pre-
decimalisation the coins had a larger 
diameter than now, does anyone have any 
pictures?  Marshals were deployed at 
intervals to discourage coin collectors on the 
look-out for the rarer coins such as the earlier 
Victorian "buns"  As well as organising many 
of the raffles I recall my late husband, John 
McCann, taking heavy bags of cash to the 
bank in his capacity a Treasurer.  
 
 Kathy Mcann  
 
Steventon Women's Instute  
 
Sobell House Coffee Morning 
September 9th, time 10 - 12, Various Stalls. 
Your help on this occasion would be much 
appreciated, making a cake for our Cake Stall 
would also be much appreciated, 
September 21st meeting. 
Suzanne Camden. 
Soap Making in the Vale. 
Aspects of soap making - the process and 
other interesting facts. 
Craft Fair Saturday October 30th. 
Time 10.30 till 4pm 
Local Crafts / Tables available. 
We meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month if 
anyone would like more information please 
don’t hesitate to call for a chat. 
Sue Flockton TN 821222 
 

.  

http://www.threetresurestaiji.co.uk/
mailto:taichialan@gmail.com
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Steventon Cricket Club 
 

 
The first ever Steventon ladies' cricket game 
L to R - Rosh Embrey (Capt.), Beccie Bitmead, Emma Walker, Heather Day, Kate Brook, Rachel 
Eccles-Peters, Stephanie Kerrigan, Sarah Jones.  
 
  Headline news this month(!) is that the 
Steventon Ladies' team played their first ever 
fixture, on Tuesday 10th of August on the 
Green, vs Freeland. An extraordinarily 
powerful batting display for a first attempt 
(Sarah Jones 14, Emma Walker 19*, Heather 
Day 17*, Rosh Embrey 18*) plus some 
excellent bowling (Rachel E-P 1-7, Sarah J 1-
8) and incisive fielding with 2 run-outs, carried 
us to a 6 run victory! There will be some more 
ladies' fixtures before the season is out.  
  In the Cherwell Cricket League, July 24th 
saw Steventon 1sts travel to Stokenchurch, 
where we put up a score of 174 all out, 
thanks in large part to Steve Hawkes (47) and 
Ankit Shukla (53), before a great team 
bowling performance spearheaded by Ben 
Granville (4-37) dismissed them for 144, for a 
30-run win that kept our excellent form going.  
July 31st Aston Rowant visited the green,  
where a steady team batting effort (Dan 

Bradley 46) led to a very defendable 159 for 
8. In reply we had them in all sorts of trouble 
at 72-6 (Granville 3-13, Tommy Cannon 3-25) 
before our the rain cut us off short of victory. 
The 2s hosted Challow 3rds on the Green, 
and despite an excellent opening stand of 63 
between Carl Heaven (45) and Ant Harris 
(19), subsided to 91 all out, which was never 
going to trouble Challow's batting lineup.  
August 7th the 1s travelled to 2nd-placed 
Wantage, for what turned out to be a classic! 
We batted first and posted a slightly-under-
par 162 all out, thanks in large part to a 
partnership of 88 between Glenn Willett (67) 
and skipper Richard Chapman (34). In reply 
Wantage came out swinging and seemed to 
be cruising to victory before the introduction 
of Steventon's spin attack changed the 
complexion of the game. Even so, at 152 for 
6 Wantage were still favourites, but Lalit 
Chablani (6-35) had other ideas and they   
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Cricket Club  Report (continued )  
 
were dismissed for 160 for a nail-biting 2 run 
win!   The 2s hosted runaway league leaders 
Sunningwell, but a brilliant team bowling effort 
(Dave Imrie 3-12, Rammy Radharapu 3-26) 
saw them all out for 140 and a chance of an 
upset! In reply Carl Heaven (58) played an 
outstanding lone innings to make it close, but 
we were all out 114 to lose by 26. August 
14th and the 1s were at Clifton Hampden for 
a promotion battle (4th v 5th)! Steventon 
opted to bat and at 15-4 that wasn't looking 
too clever. Steve Hawkes dug in for an 
invaluable 22, with some handy runs from the 
lower order, but 100 all out didn't seem 
enough, even allowing for a lively pitch, and 
despite the best efforts of stand-in skipper 
Joe Bennett (3-21) and some brilliant slip 
catching from Rammy & Hawkes, it proved to 
be the case, as Clifton squeezed home for a 
4-wicket win. The 2s hosted in-form 
Risinghurst and ground it out as best they 
could to reach 118 all out (Imrie 34) but it 
wasn't enough to trouble their top order as 
they won by 8 wickets. 
  Our juniors have continued to make good 
progress. The U15s had a great game at 
Kidlington, as Archie Tyrrell (48) and Preston 
Ellis (39) posted a 95-run partnership for the 
3rd wicket in a team score of 119-4. Archie 
continued his form for the U13s vs Abingdon 
vale with 30*, well-supported by Charlie 
Binning (27) as we posted 114-5, and 
although they eventually lost the game, did 
enough to finish 3rd in their league group, a 
great effort in their first year! The girls have 
had some more games, including a thriller 
away at Tiddington, where we restricted them 
to 100-6 (Evie Taylor 2-8) before a record 
opening partnership of 67 between Sammy 
Beaton & Emilia Harding gave us a great 
chance of winning, before eventually falling 
just short in the chase for quick runs at the 
end. There have been some good U11 
games too, so the future looks bright on all 
counts! 
    If you (or your child) is interested in 
playing, or any other role such as umpiring, 
coaching, scoring, or groundswork, do get 
involved with our welcoming community 
club. We have 2 adult league teams on 

Saturdays, a T20 team on a Wednesday 
night, plus occasional Sunday friendlies, as 
well as a ladies' team, and junior cricket for 
girls and boys of all ages from 5-17 
years. Get in touch with club secretary/junior 
coach Joe Bennett on 07966 592381 
or Joe@woodfestival.com , or via the club's 
website https://www.steventoncc.org.uk/  
 
Upcoming Home Fixtures: 
 
Sat August 28th, 12.30pm -Steventon 2 v 
Hendred 2 
Sun August 29th pm Pete B's friendly game 
 
Sat 4th September  12.30pm Steventon 1 vs 
Thame 3 
Sun 5th September Junior game(s) tbc 
 
Sat 11th September 1pm Dicko memorial vs 
Harwell 
Sun 12th September pm  Steventon 2nds vs 
Steventon Juniors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you in memory of Aidan Hudson 
 
We would like to thank everyone who has 
sent us messages, condolences and came to 
support us at Aidan’s funeral. Aidan loved 
living in the village; whether it was playing 
cricket on the Green, playing cards in the 
North Star or simply saying ‘hello’ to people 
he knew as he walked home from school. We 
would also like to say a big thank you to all of 
you who have contributed to his go fund me 
page. We are going to use the money to start 
a good cause that will help other local 
disabled children to access sport. Aidan will 
be very much missed.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Gill, Rich, Milly, Kevin and Pat.  
 
 
 

mailto:Joe@woodfestival.com
https://www.steventoncc.org.uk/
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Steventon Football Club  

 

100 NOT OUT!  (No this isn’t a cricket report )  
 
After many ifs, buts & maybes, it’s finally 
been confirmed that having been formed in 
1911 with gaps for both World Wars . 
This season will be Steventon FC’s 100th 
season in the North Berks League – a record  
See: http://www.nbfl.co.uk/leagueTabs/1911-
1912.asp  
 
So, in order to celebrate this landmark, we 
are planning  
  
Social & Fundraising events throughout the 
season  
A special commemorative Kit  
To contact as many ex-players as possible 
and to this end we are appealing for your 
assistance in various different ways:  
Archives & Memorabilia  
Inspired by the recent photo of the NBL 
Championship winning team in 1956; please 
can you search your attics, nooks & crannies 
for any past record of teams, photos & press 
cuttings relating to SFC and ask anyone else 
who you think may have something that will 
help us Create a comprehensive Club archive  
Identify & contact past players to invite to our 
various social events  
Would be Sponsors  
We are currently working on the design of a 
special kit / shirt for both teams incorporating 
some of the colours & collars from time gone 
past. Subject to the League’s limitations there 
will be space available for more than one 
sponsor’s logo i.e. Front back & sleeves  
It is also hoped to make both the 1st Team & 
Reserve shirts available to supporters and 
past players to wear with pride!  Coupled with 
the intention to attract press coverage 
throughout the season, this offers an 
excellent and cost-effective opportunity to 
promote your business.  

So, if you  
Are an ex-player or know someone who was? 
Have some memorabilia or know someone 
who has? 
Are interested in finding out more about being 
a sponsor  
Please contact either myself  
Robert Green   tel. 416725 
 or our Chairman Barry McBeth  
 
 
 
Notice to all Steventon Allotment Holders 
At the July 2021 meeting of the Steventon 
Allotments and Relief In Need Charity, the 
Trustees agreed to the following changes to 
the Allotment Rules: 
 
Rule 7 has been amended to read: 
Allotment Holders’ dogs may accompany 
them to the Allotments provided they behave 
well and are supervised at all times so that 
they do not roam freely. 
 
New rule has been added: 
When you give up your allotment it must be 
left clean and tidy,  all items which have been 
placed on the allotment must be removed this 
includes compost bins, tyres, raised beds, 
planks, stones, wheelbarrows etc. 
The changes are effective immediately. 
 
Steventon Allotment and Relief In Need 
Charity, Charity Registration Number 203331 
 
Your Steventon Councillors 
 
Oxfordshire County Council: 
Sally Povolosky 07939 912997 
Sally.Povolotsky@Oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 
Vale of White Horse District Council: 
Matthew Barber. 07816 481452 
councillor@matthewbarber.co.uk  
 
Parish Council Chairman: 
Dr Chris Wilding Tel 01235 861665 
Email: crwilding@aol.com  
Steventon Parish Council Clerk 
Angela Einon Tel   01235 831024 
Email:    steventonpc@tiscali.co.uk   

http://www.nbfl.co.uk/leagueTabs/1911-1912.asp
http://www.nbfl.co.uk/leagueTabs/1911-1912.asp
mailto:Sally.Povolotsky@Oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:councillor@matthewbarber.co.uk
mailto:crwilding@aol.com
mailto:steventonpc@tiscali.co.uk
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So, summer has been and gone in what feels 
like a blink of an eye! The team were super 
busy supporting young people from across all 
the DAMASCUS Parishes and it was great to 
see some young people being active and 
moving between villages to attend more than 
one of our sessions.  
With some young people leaving school and 
others moving into the later years of 
education we have spent a lot of time talking 
about aspirations, futures and preparing for 
the return this month. As it has been summer, 
we haven’t forgotten to have lots of fun along 
our way with lots of dodgeball, table tennis, 
football and other games under the gazebo! It 
was great to meet new faces too and we 
hope to continue to see you under the gazebo 
as we head towards autumn! 
Recently, we have had an increase in 
numbers of young people wanting a more 
private space to be able to talk more openly 
about issues they are dealing with.  We are 
doing everything we can to create the time 
needed for such work. If you have been in 
contact with the team, please be assured we 
will find space in but in the meantime please 
do drop by our gazebo on Thursdays at 5pm 
in the park to access the support available 
there.  
The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake 
Fleetwood and James Quartermain, Emily 
Astley-Madge 
Do contact any of us on 
jamesq.ycat@gmail.com, 
jakef.ycat@gmail.com , roxy.ycat@gmail.com 
emily.adyp@gmail.com  
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008 

Jake Damascus, Roxy Damascus, James 
Damascus, Emily Damascus 
Jake_Damascus; James_Damascus; 
Roxy_Damascus, Emily_Damascus 
YouTube - The Abingdon Damascus 

Youth Project – MIND GYM 
Website - www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk  

Educational Grants from SARINC - 
Academic Year 2021/2022 
 
Are you a Steventon Parish resident either in 
full time further education or about to start 
University? 
 
Grants are available to those already in or 
starting full-time educational courses, and 
who are or would be eligible for a student 
loan. 
 
You must apply to the Charity yourself, 
applications by others on your behalf will not 
be accepted. 
If you meet the criteria and would like to apply 
please request an application form by 
sending an email to info@sarinc.org.uk . 
You will need to return your completed 
application with the following documents: 
 

• First year students – original Offer 
letter 

• Second and third year students - letter 
from University on University 
letterhead confirming continued 
attendance 

• All students – Student loan finance 
letter or receipts for fees paid 

•  
You can now pdf your application form and 
documents and email these to the Clerk. 
Anyone on part-time courses can apply for a 
grant but these are means tested and 
applications for these are made using the 
Charity’s Individual Grant application form, 
available from the Clerk or any of the 
Trustees.  
Closing date for return of completed 
applications for 2021/2022 Education 
Grant is 31 January 2022.   
Grants will not be paid retrospectively, and 
incomplete applications will be returned. 
 
Patrina Effer, Clerk 
Tel:  01865 821055 
E-mail: info@sarinc.org.uk  
  

mailto:jamesq.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:jakef.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:roxy.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:emily.adyp@gmail.com
http://www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk/
mailto:info@sarinc.org.uk
mailto:info@sarinc.org.uk
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Parish Council Report 
 
Due to holiday commitments the Parish 
Council met on Tuesday 17th August. 
Mark Tucker has resigned from the Parish 
Council. During his short time on the Parish 
Council, he has been instrumental in the 
provision of Playpark improvements and 
outside gym equipment and drafting the 
specification for the provision of benches 
within Steventon that will provide items that 
residents will enjoy. He achieved a lot in a 
short period of time. 
If you would like to fill the void left by Mark, 
then please contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
The construction of 80 new affordable extra 
care homes got underway in July. The new 
purpose-built apartments on Great Western 
Park in Didcot were made possible thanks to 
£2.9 million of funding from the Oxfordshire 
Housing and Growth Deal and support from 
the district council.    
 The apartments will be fitted out for older 
people to help them live independently in their 
own home, with care staff on hand to provide 
any extra support they may need.  
 Once complete, housing provider Housing 21 
will look after the affordable homes with 60 
rented and 20 shared ownership apartments 
for people aged over 55.  The development, 
being built in the Vale of White Horse district, 
is near to local facilities and helps contribute 
towards the growth deal’s affordable housing 
targets.    
 The Cabinet at Vale of White Horse District 
Council gave its support to the project and 
has been looking after the scheme by 
providing grant payments on behalf of the 
growth deal and has continued to make sure 
the project is delivered in accordance with 
their requirements.   
 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 will be 
an historic occasion – the first time any British 
monarch has ever reigned for 70 years. The 
Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday, 5th June is 
being overseen by Eden Project 
Communities.  They offer advice on how to 
organise such events at  
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/blo
g/the-big-jubilee-lunch . Communities of all 

sizes are being encouraged to create street 
parties, picnics, barbeques, etc.  The 
responsibility for deciding the format and 
scope of these rests with individual 
communities.  This event will enable people 
to come together to celebrate and generate 
connections between different elements of 
our community.  More information on this will 
be forthcoming in the weeks ahead.  
 
The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Tuesday 7th September 2021 at 7pm in 
Steventon Village Hall.  
 
Dr Chris Wilding – Chair 
 
 
From Oxfordshire County Councillor  
Sally Povolotsky  
 I am sure you will have all noticed that the 
“Steventon Spring” has been in repair the last few 
weeks and also the bridge subsidence in the road 
is being reviewed in a survey in October! If you 
keep pushing we will together get things done!  
 
Councillor Priority Fund now open: 
Applications to the Councillor Priority Fund are 
now open. This is a fund of £15,000 to be used 
over two years on projects in Hendreds & 
Harwell division. My approach to using this fund 
will be to encourage applications early and spend 
the money as soon as possible. I see no point in 
eking out the fund over two years when it can be 
doing good in the community now. Please note 
that I am allocating them in priority areas of;  
Diversity and Gender Balance (inclusive 
services), Climate Change and Mitigation, Natural 
World and Biodiversity, Youth and Engagement. 
Priority will be to smaller organisations 
disadvantaged by Covid / Funding / Fundraising 
Please note applications and details are here -
 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/commu
nity-and-living/thriving-communities/councillor-
priority-fund?utm_term=90432&utm_content=  
Please discuss any applications with me in 
the first instance. 
Take care and Stay Safe, Sally. 
Find Latest News and Information online here -
 https://hendredsandharwell.mycouncillor.org.uk  
Find Daily updates / news and events on 
Facebook here - @sally4hendredsandharwell 
You can whats app / call me on - 07939 912997 
You can email me on -
 sally.povolotsky@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
  

https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/blog/the-big-jubilee-lunch
https://www.edenprojectcommunities.com/blog/the-big-jubilee-lunch
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/community-and-living/thriving-communities/councillor-priority-fund?utm_term=90432&utm_content=
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/community-and-living/thriving-communities/councillor-priority-fund?utm_term=90432&utm_content=
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/community-and-living/thriving-communities/councillor-priority-fund?utm_term=90432&utm_content=
https://hendredsandharwell.mycouncillor.org.uk/
mailto:sally.povolotsky@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Steventon Friendly Association 
 
WED 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner 

1087 

21/7 

29 Mr Hedges 

1088 

28/7 

43 Mrs Terry 

1089 

4/8 

6 Kelly Robinson 

1090 

11/8 

40 David Goodenough 

 
SAT 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner  

1306 

24/7 

59 Pauline Hedges 

1307 

31/7 

48 Mrs Bedwell 

1308 

7/8 

58 Barbara Warwick 

1309 

14/8 

58 Barbara Warwick 

 
SAT "59 Club Extra" Results  

Week No. Winner  

382 

24/7 

59 Mrs Enoch 

383 

31/7 

48 Elaine Walton 

384 

7/8 

58 Chris Wilding 

385 

14/8 

58 Chris Wilding 

 
Congratulations to this months winners 
. 
See p. 5 for details of  
Senior Citizen's Summer Trip 
Sunday 26th September  
 
Thanks to Lisa and H and everyone at 
The North Star for the money received 

from the weekly meat draw, and 
thanks also to the Aunt Sally players.  
 
It's with your help and generosity that 
we can do what we do for  the senior 
citizens for our village.  So once again 
thanks to everyone who help us with 
donations and help of any kind through 
the year.  
 
Pat Hemmings, Chairman, SFA 
 
 

Alert - Vaccine Passport Scams 

Action Fraud has received over 700 
reports about fake emails The emails 
claim to come from the NHS and be 
able to provide a “digital passport” that 
“proves you have been vaccinated 
against COVID-19”. These emails are 
fake, and the links within them lead to 
genuine-looking websites that steal 
your personal and financial 
information. 
Your vaccination status can be 
obtained free through the official NHS 
app, NHS website, or by calling the 
NHS on 119. 
In the UK, coronavirus vaccines are 
only  available via the National Health 
Service.. Remember, the vaccine is 
free of charge. You will never be 
asked to pay or give any bank or other 
financial information. 
How to report scams: 
If you receive a call you believe to be 
fraudulent, hang up. If you are 
suspicious about an email you have 
received, you can report it by 
forwarding the email 
to: report@phishing.gov.uk . 
Suspicious text messages can also be 
reported by forwarding them to the 
number 7726 (it’s free of charge). 
If you believe you are the victim of a 
fraud, please report this to Action 
Fraud as soon as possible by calling 
0300 123 2040 or 
visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk  
  

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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What can the Steventon Allotment 
and Relief In Need Charity do for me? 
 
The main aim of the Trustees is to ensure 
that the Allotment site is maintained for the 
village and villagers.  The Charity has a 
secondary purpose, which is to support 
individuals and groups of the Steventon 
Parish that are in need .Each month the 
Trustees meet to review requests for 
assistance.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday 15 September 
2021. 
All cases are dealt with on an individual 
basis and in the strictest confidence.  The 
Trustees recognise that if anyone is 
seeking assistance, they will be in 
challenging circumstances.  Asking for 
help is difficult and often a last resort.   
If the Trustees are not aware of your 
situation they cannot provide support.  Yes 
you may have to fill out a form, and 
provide some personal details.  This 
should not be a bar to applying.  Help is at 
hand during each step of the application 
process from the either the Trustees or the 
Clerk. The Trustees, as the appointed 
representatives of the Charity have a legal 
duty to comply with the Charity 
Commission rules around their 
governance.  Please do not be put off by 
the process that is all it is. 
If you need help, pick up the phone, email, 
or write to the Charity, what have you got 
to loose? 
If the Charity cannot help they may be 
able to offer guidance on where help is 
available. 
Steven Ward  07719 779479 
Carole Denton  07776 453099 
Dawn Clements 820371 
Bill Temple  831449 
Robin Wilkinson 07802 487159 
Wendy Lucas  833931 
Steph Everill  821770 
 
Or contact the Clerk: - 
Patrina Effer, The Limes, 
19 Lime Grove, Southmoor 
Oxon, OX13 5DN 
Tel:  01865 821055 

E-mail: info@sarinc.org.uk  

 

Two part-time young leader posts  

DEADLINE: Wednesday 15th 

September . Start Date: 1st October 2021 

EMPLOYER: The Abingdon DAMASCUS 
Youth Project (Registered Charity 
1098966) 
We believe in developing inclusive 
communities in which young people have 
opportunities to be significant contributors.  
An important part of this vision is recruiting 
young leaders who have the passion to 
make a positive difference to younger 
people and their communities and have 
aspirations to be youth workers.  Subject 
to funding (31st August expected 
confirmation date) we are setting up two 
opportunities for young people aged 16 to 
19 to train with us.  Previous volunteering 
experience in youth and community work 
is essential.  Both opportunities will involve 
supported street work. However, one will 
focus on the use of sports (particularly 
football) as a tool.  The other is to assist in 
developing our social media content.  If 
you are interested in youthwork as a 
career do get in touch with us.  
We are committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children, young 
people and vulnerable adults and we 
expect all volunteers and staff to share 
this commitment and undergo appropriate 
checks and training and provide 
references.   
CONTACT: For more information, please 
contact rita.atkinson@googlemail.com  or 
anne.whitehead284@gmail.com .  If you 
are unable to access the internet, please 
telephone 01235 848694 or 07846663010 
. 
DAMASCUS Youth project is also 
supported, locally, by the Parish 
Councils of Drayton, Milton, Sutton 
Courtenay and Steventon and 
Abingdon Town Council 

mailto:info@sarinc.org.uk
mailto:rita.atkinson@googlemail.com
mailto:anne.whitehead284@gmail.com

