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                      August 2021 
School’s out for Summer 

 

 

 
 
 
Dates for August 
 

 
9th Steventon News Ads date 
 
15th Steventon News Copy date 
 
 

 
17th W.I. Meeting 
 
17th Parish Council meeting 
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                               St Michael & All Angels, Steventon  

 One of the DAMASCUS Parish Churches 

Associate Priest: Rev Phil Sutton   
email:  revphil@damascusparish.org.uk  (01235  01235  526 114)  

Lay Minister: Mr Jack Jarvis (01235 831 395) 
Church Warden: Dr Hilary Otterburn (01235 834 725) 

Deputy Warden: Mr Alan Binning (01235 820 009) 

Dear Friends 
We’re all going on a summer holiday – little chance of that! No overseas trips and if there are any 
vacancies in the UK, they are likely to be prohibitively expensive for a family. Don’t give up, your 
church is offering free getaway breaks, the opportunity for rest, refreshment and renewal with no 
strings attached! The holiday message from the travel industry is ‘to get away from it all’ and enjoy 
different (foreign destinations). Our offer is not to ‘get away’ but to ‘come here.’ 
A beautiful cameo picture is offered in Mark’s Gospel chapter 6 verses 30-32 where Jesus’ invites 
his friends who had been so busy that they ‘had no leisure, not even to eat’, To ‘come, to a quiet 
place, by yourselves and rest a while.’ Jesus’ invitation to the weary was come to him, to a quiet 
place, literally a place deserted of all distress tensions. The word leisure is not one you would 
expect to read in a 16th Century version of the Bible: in the early Greek, this word originates from 
one associated with weaving, specifically the word selvedge which is the edging to a piece of cloth 
that prevents it from fraying at the edges or even falling apart. Therefore, Jesus’ invitation to come 
to him for rest and peace is offered to those who were frayed at the edges and at risk of falling 
apart.  
We invite you to come to church each day for a week of rest, taking time to walk to and from the 
church to enjoy the countryside around. Please come; bring a book, or read any of the resources 
available in church, shut your eyes and rest or sleep awhile (if our pews allow it!). Enjoy the 
flowers which decorate the church and the building which seems to lift your eyes upwards and find 
rest for your weary body, mind and soul. Explore different things each day, the wonder of the 
stained glass and the stories they depict, the strength of the mighty yew trees, the plaques that 
record our village stories. Perhaps you may want to chat over questions or concerns, if so, please 
do contact me, as listening is a free gift that is always on offer. 

May you find peace and rest this summer in the beauty and tranquillity of your church.  

Phil Sutton 

We offer you a warm welcome to our services in August. 
 • Sun 1 

August 
• 9:45 Holy Communion 

• 12.45 Phoebe Cooke’s Baptism 

• 6:00pm Evening Prayer 
(BCP) 

Wed 4 August 9:30 Holy Communion (BCP) Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 

Sat 7  August 12.00 Matthew Shallard Brown’s Baptism  

Sun 8 August 9:45 Morning Prayer 
12:45 Reuben’s Baptism 

 

Wed 11 August 9.30 Holy Communion (BCP) Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 

Sat 14 August 1:00 Wedding Liam Corrigan & Lucy Telford 

Sun 15 August 9.45 Holy Communion  

Wed 18 August 9.30 Holy Communion  

Thur 19 August 2:00 Wedding Alan Awcock & Alice Tilley 

Sun 22 August 8.00 Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.45 Family Service 

 

Wed 25 August 9:30 Holy Communion (BCP Led by Mr Jack Jarvis 

Sun 29 August 9.45 Holy Communion Combined Parish service 
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Editorial  
 
Summer has arrived but who knows how long 
it is going to last so we will have to make the 
most of it whilst we can. As the saying goes 
“make haste while the sun shines” and shine 
it is at the moment. As I write this editorial I 
am close to melting point. 
Please note that on the back page there is a 
form for the Senior Citizens Summer Day 
Out. which needs to be completed by 1st 
September . This is always a very enjoyable 
day for those of us of a certain age and at the 
end of a very stressful year for all of us it will 
be a welcome distraction from daily life. 
 
But don’t forget the virus is still out there so 
we still need to be careful. 
Stay Safe Everyone! 

 

Dilys Wilding - Editor - Aug issue  
 
Important Information for all readers and 
contributors. 
The Editors reserve the right to alter, omit or 
hold over any copy submitted to Steventon 
News.  The views expressed in Steventon 
News are not necessarily those of the editors. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or 
contributions but will withhold names on 
request.   
 
© Steventon News - All contents are 
copyright. The copying of any part of this 
publication without written authorisation is not 
permitted. Please apply to the Secretary. This 
applies to all media (including digital, public & 
closed groups) 
 
Copy for the Sept 2021 issue to the editor by   
15th August please. 
 
By email to steventonnews@outlook.com 
and as Word document. Please do not send 
as a pdf as these cannot be edited. 
Advert deadline is 9th August 
 
If you do not have access to a computer then 
please type or write your contribution clearly 
and leave it in the blue folder at the Steventon 
Co-op counter. 

Steventon News Advertising 
 

Ad Prices until 31/03/22 

Residents 
 

12 
issues   

6 issues 1 issue 

1/10th £43.25 £21.50 £14.50 

2/10th £86.25 £43.25 £21.50 

5/10th £215.75 £108.00 £28.75 

10/10th £431.25 £215.75 £36.00 

Non Residents 

 12 
issues 

6 issues 1 issue 

1/10th £72.00 £35.00 £14.50 

2/10th £143.00 £72.00 £21.50 

5/10th £359.50 £ 179.75 £36.00 

10/10th £718.00 £ 359.50 £72.00 

 
1/10-page boxed adverts are 5.0 cm high x 
8.5 cm wide and 1/5-page ads are 10.2 cm 
high x 8.5 cm wide. 
Acceptable digital artwork formats for adverts 
only include PDF, JPG* and TIFF* (*300ppi at 
final size). Word files may also be acceptable, 
e.g. where an ad is text only; other formats on 
request. We strongly recommend that 
artworks are designed to fit the space (not 
stretched or shrunk) and text checked for 
legibility at final printed size. 
Please send all enquiries about adverts by 
email to steventonnews@outlook.com 
Local events with no entry fee FREE if space 
available 
 
Your Steventon Councillors 
Oxfordshire County Council: 
Sally Povolotsky 
Sally.Povolotsky@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Vale of White Horse District Council: 
Matthew Barber. Tel 07816 481452 
councillor@matthewbarber.co.uk 
www.matthewbarber.co.uk 
Parish Council Chairman: 
Dr Chris Wilding Tel 01235 861665 
Email: crwilding@aol.com 
Steventon Parish Council Clerk 
Angela Einon Tel   01235 831024 
Email:    steventonpc@tiscali.com
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Derby and Joan Club 
I do hope you are all keeping well and 
acting sensibly with concern for 
yourselves and others. We had a 
committee meeting and after much 
discussion it was decided that the Club 
will start again on Thursday 9th 
September at 2pm and hopefully 
continue throughout the year.  At the 
first meeting there will be no raffle and 
we shall need to talk about how we are 
going to function in the future. The only 
outside activity planed is Christmas 
shopping on the 11th November if you 
would like it. Do enjoy the new 
freedom and the rest of the summer. 
Best wishes from the committee. 
Jack Jarvis (tel 831395) 

 
Thankyou 
Ben Grace 
Anna, Linda, Colin and family would 
like to thank all those who sent their 
condolences and support on the death 
of Ben. 
Thank you to those who were unable 
to attend the church service but lined 
up outside the church, your support 
was much appreciated by us. 
The service by Jack Jarvis was exactly 
what Ben would have wanted and 
many thanks to Jack for telling Ben’s 
life story.  
Ben will very much be missed.  
Thank you.     Anna and family 

Steventon Womens Institute 
Our Picnic on the Green was very 
enjoyable and the weather was very 
warm and Sunny on our first face to 
face get together. 
August 17th Meeting 
Speaker Steven Bruce. 
The Hoarder Next Door. 
Humorous talk about experiences with 
dealing with deceased estates and 
clearances, and some of the 
fascinating items that have been 
found. 
September 9th. 
We are hoping to hold a Sobell House 
Coffee Morning, watch out for more 
information in the next issue of the 
Steventon News. Save the Date. 
October 26th - Craft Fair, more info 
next month. 
If anyone would like any information on 
the WI, we look forward to hearing 
from you, we meet on the 3rd Tuesday 
of the month, you would be most 
welcome. Sue Flockton TN 821222. 
 
Steventon Cricket Club 
 The club and committee would like to 
express their condolences to Aidan 
Hudson's family, and to all those who 
were lucky enough to call him a friend. 
Aidan loved his sport, and had been a 
keen participant in softball cricket, and 

he was looking forward to making the 
step up to hard ball cricket this 
summer. He was a one-of-a-kind kid  

STEVENTON RAINBOWS’ SUMMER 

FAIR. 

The Rainbows would like to thank 
everyone who supported their 

Summer Fair on July 5th. 

We are delighted to have raised 
£95.00 for the work of 

St Tiggywinkles - the Hedgehog 
Hospital . 

Have a good summer everyone! 

Rainbow Guider. Mary Thompson 

VILLAGE HISTORY DAY 
There will be an exhibition of the 

History of Steventon 
 on Sunday October 10th 

If you, your family or friends have any 
old news articles, maps, pictures etc 
relevant to the village can we please 

borrow them. 
Contact Dick Bosley at 21 The Green 

on Tel 01235 835591 or 
rbosley@talktalk.net 

I will collect anything that you have  
Thankyou 

 

mailto:rbosley@talktalk.net
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who will be sorely missed around 
the village, and remembered forever 
with a smile by all who knew him. 
 
June 19th saw the 1s & 2s both in 
thrillers. At W.Ilsley, Dan Bradley 
batted through the innings for a classy 
91* to take Steventon 1s to 181-7 off 
our 45 overs, before Ben Granville (4-
42) helped reduce them to 51-5. Their 
lower order fought back, to leave them 
needing 8 off the last over, but 
Granville held his nerve to keep them 
to just 6, to secure a 'winning draw' for 
us. The 2s posted 164 all out at home 
to Letcombe, thanks to a fluent 47 
from Carl Heaven and a 
swashbuckling 37 from Matt Lindley, 
before a brilliant team bowling 
performance led by Rishi Deshmukh 
(3-11) squeezed Letcombe to 158 all 
out for the 2s first win of the season by 
just 6 runs! 
 On June 26th the 1s again posted 
181-7 from 45 overs, this time thanks 
to a solid 4th wicket partnership 
between Dominic Harding (57) and 
Steve Hawkes (32), before Theo Genis 
provided late acceleration with a quick-
fire 40. Marcham were never really in 
the hunt once Chablani (5-25) and 
Granville (3-15) got going, to secure 
the 1s' first win of the season by 83 
runs. The 2s had a tough day at 
Hendred, subsiding to 82 all out with 
the only resistance of note from Satish 
Patange (34*), before Hendred 
knocked it off for the loss of just 2 
wickets. 
July 3rd took Steventon 1 to Thame 
3s, where our bowlers did well to keep 
the game within reach on a good pitch, 
as Thame posted 206-6. Steventon 
began with intent but once Glen Willett 
was out for a typically fluent 57, it fell 
to our lower-middle order to doggedly 
resist defeat in the closing overs, 
which they managed to do, finishing on 
139-9 to secure a draw. The 2s hosted 
Oxenford 3s, and posted a seemingly-

under-par 130 all out, thanks to Ankit 
Shukla's 44. But another disciplined 
bowling performance, led by Shukla 
(2-27 off 15 overs) and Syed Ali (4-38 
off 12) kept the game in the balance 
until the final ball, with Oxenford 
hanging on for the draw, finishing 129-
9 in a tense finish. 
July 10th took us to unbeaten league 
leaders Dorchester, without any great 
expectation of a result. After posting 
142-8, thanks to a dogged 40 from 
Steve Hawkes, plus good contributions 
from Rammy Radharapu and Owen 
Sutcliffe, those low expectations 
seemed justified, particularly as 
Dorchester cruised to 60-2 in 
response. Enter club legend Tommy 
Cannon, with a devastating spell of 
seam bowling, to claim 6-29, well 
supported by a miserly spell from 
Chablani (2-15 off 12!), and a 
remarkable leg-side stumping standing 
up to a seamer from keeper Mike Day, 
to polish Dorchester off for 100, and 
take away their unbeaten record. The 
2s came up against a strong Abingdon 
Vale side, scrapping their way to 135 
all out thanks to 24 from Phil "the 
power" Taylor and an enterprising 23* 
from Paul Smith, but Abingdon made 
short work of a total that was always a 
few runs short. 
  July 17th and the 1s hosted Didcot 
3s, on a very hot day. Our bowlers 
stuck to their task well in the heat, 
Chablani taking 3-71 as Didcot posted 
201-8 in their 45 overs on a good 
pitch. Steventon openers Dan Bradley 
(43) and Dominic Harding (63) began 
cautiously before picking up the tempo 
in an excellent stand of 106 from just 
22 overs, to set up the chase 
beautifully for Glen Willett (40*) and 
the middle order to see us home with 
an over to spare, for a 6 wicket win 
that leaves us looking up the table 
rather than down now, after 5 games 
unbeaten. A slightly depleted 2s side 
again scrapped to 137 all out away at  



 



9 
 

Cumnor 3, despite an excellent 
opening stand of 60 between Chris 
Shaw (22) and Ant Harris (20). It never 
looked quite enough and so it proved 
as Cumnor's free scoring number 1 
knocked it off inside 25 overs. 
The Junior teams have produced 
some memorable cricket this month. 
June 27th saw the visit of Didcot CC, 
and after opting to bat first, Steventon 
U13s scrapped their way to a below-
par 69 all out. In response our bowlers 
produced an extraordinarily tight and 
accurate bowling display, led by 
Harvey Tyrrell (2-11 off 4 overs) 
backed up by excellent catching and 
fielding, to leave Didcot needing 2 to 
win off the last ball, whereupon Daniel 
Bee calmly executed a run out to 
secure our 2nd 1-run win of the 
season! Brightwell-cum-Sotwell were 
the visitors to the green on July 1st, 
where a solid 18 from Iestyn Keymer 
got us off to a good start before a 
sudden collapse to 40-7. We were 
rescued by a brilliant partnership of 47 
between Archie Tyrrell (31*) and 
Preston Ellis (21), as we reached 110 
all out. Our bowlers were then able to 
again exert impressive control, led by 
Dan Bee (2-5), as Brightwell reached 
78-7, for a Steventon win by 32 runs. 
July 8th took us to boundary park for 
the return fixture with Didcot, who got 
off to a flyer at 45-0 off 6 overs, but an 
excellent recovery from our bowlers 
(and 3 brilliant run outs) reined them 
back in to 101-7 off 20, nonetheless an 
imposing total, the likes of which we 
hadn't chased down before. There 
followed a textbook run chase as 
Rowan Powell (33*) and Keiran Perris 
(15*) laid the foundations before 
accelerating with help from a late 
cameo 11* from Archie Tyrrell to win 
by 9 wickets with 7 balls to spare. 
The girls U13s team have played 2, 
won 2 in the inaugural Oxfordshire 
U13 league. Against Freeland, Evie 
Taylor (12*) and Emilia Harding (11) 

top-scored with the bat, while Sasha 
Taylor (2-7) and Ava Tanner (1-7) 
starred with the ball, for a 25-run win. 
Against Oxford Downs, Bobbi Cookson 
hit a quick 24 as we won by 31 runs. 
Our Allstars (5-8 years) and Dynamos 
(8-11 yrs) sessions have now finished 
for the summer, and the club would 
like to thank our fabulous coaching 
team, led by Steve Rush, for making 
Friday nights so brilliant and giving so 
many children a fun introduction to 
cricket. We are planning a softball day 
in August (tbc).A team of Dynamos 
recently took part in a tournament at 
Sunningwell, winning 1 out of 2 
games, playing some excellent cricket. 
If you (or your child) is interested in 
playing, or any other role do get 
involved with our welcoming 
community club. We have 2 adult 
teams on Saturdays, a T20 team on a 
Wednesday night, plus occasional 
Sunday friendlies, as well as junior 
cricket for girls and boys of all ages 
from 5-17 years. Contact club 
secretary/junior coach Joe Bennett on 
07966 592381 
or Joe@woodfestival.com, or via the 
club's website       
https://www.steventoncc.org.uk/ 
 
Upcoming Home Fixtures (more junior 
fixtures TBC): 
Sat July 31st 1pm - Steventon 1 vs 
Aston Rowant 4 
Sun August 1st, timings tbc, U13 girls 
softball tournament 
Wed August 4th, 5.45pm - T20 vs 
Didcot 
Thurs August 5th, 5.45pm - U11s vs 
Moreton CC 
Sat August 7th, 1pm - Steventon 2 vs 
Sunningwell 1 
Sat August 14th, 1pm - Steventon 2 vs 
Risinghurst 2 
Sat August 21st, 1pm - Steventon 1 
vs W.Ilsley 
Sat August 28th, 1pm -Steventon 2 v 
Hendred 2 

mailto:Joe@woodfestival.com
https://www.steventoncc.org.uk/
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ADS DSteventon Brownies needs 
YOU! 

We are pleased that 
Steventon Brownies 
have continued to meet 
for virtual and outdoor 

sessions throughout the last year, in 
spite of restrictions. These sessions 
are a fantastic time for the girls to meet 
with each other with activities based 
on encouraging girls to learn about 
themselves, challenge themselves and 
think about others and the world 
around them. 
Now we are going to need your help 
please! 
Sadly, our current Brown Owl and 
Snowy Owl will be stepping down as 
Leaders at the end of this term and we 
will need NEW LEADERS to keep the 
unit going. Steventon Brownies have 
been running since 1936 and we 
would love to find new helpers and 
leaders so that girls can still come 
along and enjoy Guiding. 
Please let us know if you would like to 
help in any way, or if you know anyone 
who might like to share this most 
rewarding voluntary role, please ask 
them to get in touch. 
It is great fun, so please consider 
coming forward. We would love to hear 
from you! 
If you would like to find out more 
please contact: Mary at 
steventonrainbows@gmail.com or 
Kristina at 
browniessteventon@gmail.com or visit 
the website www.girlguiding.org.uk. 
 

 
It finally looks like summer has arrived 
Just in time for the young people to 
enjoy whilst on the school holidays! 

The team have been talking all about 
mental health, school and what the 
future may hold at our sessions in the 
park on Thursdays 5pm.  
We have also been playing a lot of 
sport making up games on the table 
tennis table and in the football cage. 
It’s been a great month meeting some 
new faces who live in the village and 
checking in with some we those that 
have moved on to employment – if you 
see us with the gazebo, please do 
come say hello, we love a good chat!  
The exciting summer plans are live on 
our social media accounts please do 
go and visit them to see what we have 
on offer over August in the area. We 
would love to see those big smiles 
from the young people!  
The ADYP Team – Roxy Elford, Jake 
Fleetwood and James Quartermain, 
Emily Astley-Madge 
Do contact any of us on 
jamesq.ycat@gmail.com, 
jakef.ycat@gmail.com, 
roxy.ycat@gmail.com, 
emily.adyp@gmail.com 
Tel: 01235 848694 or 07875649008 

Jake Damascus, Roxy Damascus, 
 JamesDamascus,EmilyDamascus 

Jake_Damascus;James_Damascus; 
Roxy_Damascus, Emily_Damascus 
YouTube - The Abingdon Damascus 
Youth Project – MIND GYM 
Website - 
www.damascusyouthproject.org.uk 
 
Oxfordshire County Councillor - 
Councillor Sally Povolotsky 
(Hendreds & Harwell Division) 
Hello Residents 
Three months into the role and I am 
making more changes, in order not to 
fill up your fantastic newsletters and 
bulletins with my ramblings, please 
find everything you need on my 
channels below, this way we can stay 
up-to date in real time and I am not  
  

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
mailto:jamesq.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:jakef.ycat@gmail.com
mailto:roxy.ycat@gmail.com
http://www.ycat.org.uk/
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wasting your village pages with my 
ramblings!  
I am always around, approachable and 
here to listen, just reach out! 
Take care and Stay Safe, Sally. 
Find News and information online here 
at - 
www.hendredsandharwell.mycouncillor
.org.uk 
Find Daily updates / news and events 
on Facebook here - 
@sally4hendredsandharwell 
Share your community news on our 
new GROUP on Facebook -  
SEARCH - Hendreds & Harwell 
Community Official - where we can 
share events / news and ideas 
together 
You can whats app / call me on - 
07939 912997 
You can email me on - 
sally.povolotsky@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Thank you  
Cllr Sally Povolotsky (She / Her) 
County Councillor for Hendreds & 
Harwell 
Mobile - 07939 912997 
(please what's app / text if no reply) 
Oxfordshire County Council, County 
Hall, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1ND 
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/m
gUserInfo.aspx?UID=11978 
 

Report from the Parish Council 
The Parish Council met on Tuesday 
6thJuly with 6 Parish Councillors, Sally 
Povolotsky, Oxfordshire County 
Council (OCC) Councillor and a large 
number of members of the public 
being present. Yet again there was no 
appearance or apology from Matthew 
Barber, Vale of White Horse District 
Councillor. 
Further to last month’s 
correspondence on the state of 
Steventon Hill we have the following 
update from David Johnston our MP: 
“I have now heard further from Bill 
Cotton the Corporate Director for 

Environment and Place at Oxfordshire 
County Council as follows: Thank you 
for your email of 22 June concerning 
Steventon Hill water leak and 
subsidence. Regarding the water leak, 
as previously advised, works to 
resolve this began earlier this year but 
had to be halted due to an issue with 
electrical cables buried below 
concrete. Officers have worked with 
the relevant parties in order to get 
arrangements in place to allow works 
to recommence and I can confirm that 
the work will re-start on 2 August. 
Turning to the issue of the subsidence, 
please be assured Oxfordshire County 
Council are progressing with 
investigation works to resolve this. An 
initial site inspection assessment was 
carried out by our geotechnical 
engineer in February 2021. Their 
report recommended options for 
further investigation to determine the 
possible causes of the settlement. At 
the same time the site was given a 
geotechnical risk assessment and was 
added to our county wide risk register 
of subsidence sites. Based on 
available information, it is anticipated 
that the current defect is mainly 
relating to settlement of the 
embankment fill and or embankment 
founding soil. There is currently no 
evidence to associate the observed 
defect with a deep-seated slope 
instability. It was also noted that the 
settlement observed has occurred in 
recent years and that settlement rates 
are established. Following further 
assessment, we are of the view that a 
reprofiling solution for the carriageway 
and kerbing can be developed to 
remove the defect. This is subject to 
the findings of ground investigation 
works. Regarding timescales and 
programme, the dates previously 
advised remain valid. Due to the 
noticing periods for road space / road 
closures and procurement, it is unlikely 
this can be accelerated. The design  

https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=11978
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=11978
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team have been asked to provide an 
updated programme leading to 
construction. A minimum of 9 months 
is the current estimate. Once the 
scope, timing and duration of works is 
determined, a briefing note would 
normally be circulated to the Parish 
Council and Local Member. A meeting 
was held on site on 7 July where our 
Head of Service - Highway 
Maintenance, Sean Rooney met with 
the Chair of Parish Council Chris 
Wilding and Cllr Sally Povolotsky(Local 
Elected member) to explain the 
situation and to confirm the course of 
actions in terms of the leak and the 
subsidence.” 
Please note that if dog owner’s do not 
stop putting their dog poo waste bags 
in the waste collection facility in the 
church burial grounds then the facility 
will be removed. This is due to the 
waste collection operation rules for 
waste that can be collected. 
Speed signs have now been ordered 
for installation in late August/early 
September on both Hanney Road and 
the High Street. 
The next Parish Council meeting is on 
Tuesday August 17th 2021 at 7pm in 
Steventon Village Hall. 
Dr Chris Wilding – Chair 
 

 
 
Steventon Friendly Association 
WED 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner 

1082 
16/06 

13 Pat Ross 

1083 
23/06 

16 Jimmy Lister 

1084 
30/06 

32 Doreen Link 

1085 
07/07 

14 Alf King 

1086 
14/07 

51 Rachael Carter 

SAT 59 Club Results 

Week No. Winner  

1301 
19/06 

14 Edie McKenzie 

1302 
26/06 

19 Not Allocated 

1303 
03/07 

23 Tony Crossman 

1304 
10/07 

1 Margaret Perris 

1305 
17/07 

1 Margaret Perris 

 
SAT "59 Club Extra" Results 

Week No. Winner  

377 
19/06 

14 Linda Humpries 

378 
26/06 

19 Debbie Powell 

379 
03/04 

23 Jonathan Green 

380 
10/04 

1 Denis Hastings 

381 
17/04 

1 Denis Hastings 

Congratulations to all this month's 
winners. 
Many thanks to H and Lisa and 
everyone at the North Star for the 
money received from the profits of the 
Meat Draw. This is very much 
appreciated. 
Pat Hemmings Chairman SFA Tel 
831462 
 
Memories from Mike Whiting(cont) 
The Steventon School Association    
The SSA 
The School Association was formed in 
1971 which means that this year 2021 
they will celebrate their fiftieth 
anniversary. So, what brought about 
the forming of the SSA? 
It started when the Headmaster Ken 
Atkinson wrote to all the parents 
saying that he was becoming 
concerned about wear and damage to 
some of the schools wooden floors 
due to the children wearing outdoor 
shoes when in class all day.  
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He suggested that damage could be 
reduced if, when in class for long 
periods, the children wore plimsoles or 
some other soft soled footwear. This 
brought an immediate reaction from 
some parents saying that the wearing 
of such footwear for long periods was 
detrimental to the health of their childs 
feet so they could not agree with Ken’s 
proposal. 
This led to discussions between 
parents and Ken and the parents 
asking why the school could not be run 
by a PTA(Parent Teacher Association) 
like some other schools in the area. 
Ken would not agree to a PTA, he said 
that he was the headmaster and that it 
was his responsibility to run the 
school. He had a close relationship 
with the education authorities, the 
Church of England and the school 
governors. Parents were always willing 
to help out. They would attend the 
school to listen to children reading, 
help out on sports day, the Christmas 
nativity and act as escorts for the 
children, should they go on a trip 
anywhere or just walk to the church or 
around the village. 
I asked if he would have any objection 
to a group if it was just called 
Steventon School Association, with 
their main objective to raise funds and 
help out when required. 
Ken had no objection to this so I put it 
to the parents and they agreed and so 
the SSA was born. I was appointed 
chairman, Rosemary Smith, Secretary, 
and John Pearce, Treasurer. 
At the first meeting one parent said 
that a number of local schools now 
had a swimming pool and had we ever 
thought of having one at Steventon.On 
hot summer days it became normal to 
walk to the Thames and in a shallower 
area splash around to cool off. Several 
children learnt to swim in this way but 
sadly one day on returning from the 
river no one had seen young William. 
We were all questioned but no one 

knew where he was. His body was 
found by an elder brother about a 
week later where the current had 
carried it down river. This was the end 
of our regular trips to the river. 
Everyone I approached was in favour, 
the headmaster, the Steventon PC, 
the Education authority, the Church of 
England, the Vale of White Horse DC 
all gave their OK and also planning 
permission. I discovered that there 
was a Company that would supply a 
complete kit that enabled parents to 
self build a school swimming pool, the 
kit would include everything we would 
need and was not as expensive as we 
first thought it would be. All we had to 
do was decide on the size and clear, 
flatten and level the area on which it 
would be built. 
Parents began to regularly gather to 
prepare the area for construction. We 
were lucky as some parents like Albert 
Dunglison and Eddie Kelly had links 
with building firms and turned up with 
borrowed equipment to make the 
levelling of the area and the digging of 
trenches to bury the water pipework 
and electric cables easy work and 
laying slabs for pathways, we also had 
Brian Whitehead for carpentry and 
Dave Dunsdon for electrics. 
Abingdon Firemen turned up with a fire 
engine and with their large and longer 
hoses filled the pool for us. 
The pool was officially opened in 1972. 
Ken arranged for each class to spend 
one hour a week in the pool and we 
were off, but we had overlooked one 
thing. The children had to change into 
swimwear before swimming and dry 
themselves and change back again 
afterwards and many of them were not 
capable of doing this. Parents 
immediately volunteered to help out 
but, there wasn’t a suitable place in the 
school to provide some privacy. We 
therefore purchased two small garages 
and erected them and fitted them with 
some bench seating, one for the girls  
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and the other for the boys. Soon 
parents were arranging to open the 
pool after school and for a morning at 
the weekends. They supplied all 
supervision and produced a rota to do 
the regular weekly maintenance The 
pool was receiving lots of use 
throughout the Summer, open for most 
of the time. We then discovered that 
the running cost increased beyond our 
means. John Pearce discovered a firm 
near Thatcham that would buy used 
newspaper and magazines in bulk 
from villages for recycling. 
All we had to do was collect the 
bundles of paper in one place, for 
them to come and collect as one bulk 
load and for each load they would pay 
us a useful amount. We decided to 
give it a try. Using the newly formed 
Steventon News we told everyone in 
the village what we planned to do. 
On many Saturday mornings you 
would find John Pearce and myself 
driving around the village collecting 
bundles of papers from every 
household. We used a ford transit van 
loaned to us by Henry Midwinter 
and in the back of the van we would 
have 4 or 5 children who would jump 
out at each stop and run down paths to 
collect the bundles from the houses. 
When the van was full we would then 
drive up to Hill farm and unload the 
bundles into the corner of a barn 
loaned to us by Alan Binning. When 
the heap of paper was a suitable size 
the company would take it away and 
send us a nice cheque. This all worked 
well for a considerable time but 
eventually another firm took over the 
collection of the newspapers and did 
not recycle but sold it to racing stables 
for racehorse bedding, consequently 
the price was reduced. We stayed with 
paper collecting and everything 
worked well. Having managed one 
problem, it was not long before a 
second problem arrived in the form of 
Health and Safety who said that if the 

school wished to continue opening, 
using parents as supervisors, they had 
to check that all parents used held a 
DBS certificate. These certificates 
were issued from the Police after an  
Interview and check to ensure that 
they were suitable to be with and 
supervise children. Many parents 
objected to this and as a result the 
school could not open the pool at 
weekends or evenings and it began to 
get less and less use. After a while the 
school, backed by the Education 
authority decided to close the pool. 
It was sad that the pool had closed but 
I hoped that when things were sorted it 
would reopen again. I drove over to 
Steventon to see the pool and it was 
gone! There was just a large clear 
area where it once stood. I learnt that 
all was not lost as it was shown to be 
cheaper to hire a bus each week and 
take the children to Wantage or 
Abingdon for swimming. I still feel that 
all children should be taught to swim 
when they are young.  
Editor I have checked that swimming 
trips to Wantage will continue when 
Covid permits. 
.
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What can the Steventon Allotment & 
Relief In Need Charity do for me? 
The main aim of the Trustees is to 
ensure that the Allotment site is 
maintained for the village and villagers. 
The Charity has a secondary purpose 
which is to support individuals and 
groups of the Steventon Parish that 
are in need. Each month the Trustees 
meet to review requests for assistance 
All cases are dealt with on an 
individual basis and in the strictest 
confidence. The Trustees recognise 
that if anyone is seeking assistance, 
they will be in challenging 
circumstances. Asking for help is 
difficult and often a last resort. 
If the Trustees are not aware of your 
situation they cannot provide support. 
Yes, you may have to fill out a form, 

and provide some personal details. 
This should not be a bar to applying. 
Help is at hand during each step of the 
application process from the either the 
Trustees or the Clerk. The Trustees, 
as the appointed representatives of the 
Charity, have a legal duty to comply 
with the Charity Commission rules 
around their governance. Please do 
not be put off by the process that is all 
it is. If you need help, pick up the 
phone, email, or write to the Charity, 
what have you got to loose? 
If the Charity cannot help they may be 
able to offer guidance on where help is 
available. contact the Clerk: -Patrina 
Effer, The Limes, 19 Lime Grove, 
Southmoor, Oxon, OX13 5DN 
Tel:  01865 821055 
E-mail: info@sarinc.org.uk

 
SENIOR CITIZENS SUMMER TRIP 

 
We are hoping to run a late Summer Trip on Sunday September 26th if all goes well 
and there are no more restrictions. To get this moving, if you feel that you would like 
to come along could we ask you to fill in this form and please add your telephone 
number and return by Wednesday 1st September. This will give us time for any 
arrangements or changes that may come along. More details (times, etc) in the next 
issue. Any questions please ring 831462.Pat Hemmings (Chairman S.F.A) 

STEVENTON FRIENDLY ASSOCIATION 

SUMMER TRIP 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 26TH 

 

I/We would like to come…………………………………………………….. 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Phone Number…………………………………………………………………. 

Return A.S.A.P 

To Pat Hemmings, 38 Hanney Road,  Tel 831462 
or Shirley Green, 7 Stocks Lane                         Closing Date Sept 1st 

mailto:info@sarinc.org.uk

